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Dear Parents 
 
As the summer holidays approach, I would like to provide you with some important 
information about the end of term and bring you up to date with other news and 
developments. 
 
Arrangements for the End of Term 
Term will end for students at midday on Friday 20 July and lunch will not be available to 
purchase.  Students should not bring their school bags on the final day of term.   We 
have asked all students to clear their lockers entirely by Tuesday 17 July – no belongings 
should be left in lockers over the summer holiday. 
 
Sports Day 
This takes place on Wednesday 18 July.  Students should arrive in school for 11.15am in 
their PE kit, whether they are participating or spectating.  We are being joined by Radio 
City for the event and we would like to encourage students to bring some spare change 
to school on this day as we want to use the afternoon as an opportunity to raise funds 
for Radio City’s ‘Cash For Kids’ charity appeal. 
 
Celebratory Trips 
The end of year celebratory trips will take place on Thursday 19 July.  A summary of the 
key information for each trip is outlined below: 
 

 Chester Zoo (Year 7) – Depart at 9:00am and return at 3:30pm; students to 
bring a packed lunch that will be eaten in the picnic area. 

 Blackpool Pleasure Beach (Years 8/9/10) – Depart at 8:30am and return at 
6:30pm; students to bring a packed lunch or money to purchase lunch at the 
venue. 

 Premier Bowl and Vue Cinema (Years 8/9/10) – Depart at 10:00am and return 
at 4:00pm; students to bring a packed lunch or money to purchase lunch at 
the venue. 

 Trafford Centre (Years 8/9/10) – Depart at 9:30am and return at 6:30pm; 
students to bring a packed lunch or money to purchase lunch at the venue. 

 
Students may bring a little extra spending money, must prepare for variable weather 
(sun cream and waterproof coat) and should wear sensible clothes and footwear.  
Students may bring their mobile phone at their own risk. The trips are a reward for 
students’ endeavour and good behaviour, and I hope they have a great time.  They will 
be provided with more detailed information regarding arrangements on Monday / 
Tuesday next week. Students who are not participating in a school trip should attend 
school as normal and will follow a programme of planned activities.  Students are 
required to wear school uniform and must bring their PE kit to school.  A reduced menu 
will be available for students at morning break and lunchtime.   
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Examination Results Collection Arrangements 
During the summer holidays, school will be open for students to collect examination results from the Sixth 
Form Centre on the following dates and times: 
 

 A Level / BTEC results – Thursday 16 August 2018 at 8:00am 

 Year 11 GCSE results – Thursday 23 August 2018 at 9:00am 

 Year 10 GCSE results – Thursday 23 August 2018 at 10:00am 
 
Start of the New School Year 
Monday 3 September is an INSET day for staff only.  Students will return for the start of the new school 
year in September on the following basis: 
 

 Year 7 – Tuesday 4 September from 10:00am to 12:30pm  

 Year 13 – Tuesday 4 September Induction Assembly at 11:15am 

 Year 12 – Tuesday 4 September Welcome Assembly at 1:30pm 

 All Years – Wednesday 5 September (normal timetable for all year groups) 
 

You will find more detailed information about next year’s term dates on the school website. 
 
Staff Leavers 
We have a number of colleagues leaving at the end of this academic year and, on behalf of the whole 
school community, I would like to thank them for their contribution to school life and wish each of them 
continued happiness and success:  Mr Belford (Director of Science), Mrs Abrams (Subject Leader Business 
and ICT), Mrs Dixon (Subject Leader Food and  Nutrition), Mrs Mills (Teacher of Science), Mr Williams 
(Teacher of English), Mrs Childs (Senior Science Technician), Miss Hunter (Administration Apprentice), Mrs 
Mitchell (Teaching Assistant) and Mr Suarez (Finance Apprentice). 
 
Communication with Parents 
I do hope that you enjoy reading FOCUSON…, our fortnightly newsletter, which is circulated by 
ParentMail and posted on the school website each Friday of Week Two.  Our Twitter feed (@FormbyHigh) 
provides a real-time snapshot of events around school and is proving very popular with over 2000 
followers to date!  The majority of parents are now subscribed to ParentMail.  If you are not yet registered 
you could be missing out on important information; please contact the main office at school for 
assistance. 
 
Reports 
Year 8 reports were sent home on Wednesday 11 July and reports for students in Years 7, 10 and 12 will 
be distributed by the middle of next week.  If you do not receive this information please contact your 
child’s Climate for Learning Leader.   
 
Campus Improvements 
This school year has been a busy one in terms of campus improvements and I would like to extend my 
thanks to all the staff and students for their patience as this has been completed.  Both L and C Buildings 
are now complete and, I hope you will agree, look and feel much more in keeping with our high 
expectations.  This building work has taken place using funds awarded by the Department for Education 
and has enabled us to improve both the appearance and energy efficiency of these buildings. 
 
Student Safety 
To support your child in remaining safe during the school holidays, I would like to provide you with some 
helpful advice.  Increasing numbers of young people are playing Fortnite, an online game with a free to 
play element called ‘Battle Royale’.  The game has received much press coverage in recent months and 
concerns exist about its addictive nature and that players compete and interact with opponents from 
around the world.  Some helpful guidance on ensuring your child plays Fortnite safely has been issued by 
National Online Safety, an organisation committed to ensuring the internet is a safe place for children.  
Additionally, we have recently received reports during this spell of warm weather of children jumping into 
local quarries and other open water which is very dangerous and could result in loss of life.  I would ask 
that you read the Royal Life Saving Society UK’s guidance about the dangers of open water swimming.  

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Approved-Term-dates-2018-19.pdf
https://2j39y52a62gm1afygb3g1xbu-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Fortnite-Battle-Royale-Guide-April-2018.jpg
https://rlss.org.uk/water-safety/water-safety/water-safety-in-open-water/#1438598558570-786e7dcb-f356
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Finally, please ensure your child cycles safely and considerately when out on his/her bicycle over the 
summer, ensuring he/she can be seen and is aware of other road users and pedestrians.    
 
Uniform and Equipment 
It is likely that you will purchase new school uniform for your child during the summer break.  Please be 
mindful of the school uniform list that can be found on the school website.  In particular, please take note 
of the acceptable shoes guidance.  I would ask for your support with shoes as too many children, 
especially boys, are attending school wearing trainers and dealing with this takes up the time of teachers, 
students and their parents.  Please also look closely at the school equipment list and ensure that your 
child has all of the equipment included on the list when he/she returns in September. 
 
School Library 
I am very excited that the school’s new library will open in September.  We have appointed Mrs Ambrose 
as Librarian and the installation of the new furniture and ICT equipment will take place during the summer 
holidays.  This facility will considerably enhance the experience of students in school and we are planning 
on making 2018/19 a ‘Year of Reading’.  The library project has been made possible due to the great 
fundraising work carried out by our PTA, the Friends of Formby High School, who have made a 
contribution of over £10,000 which we have put alongside a £25,000 grant we have received from the 
Wolfson Foundation.  If you have any good quality, age appropriate fiction or non-fiction books that you 
would be willing to donate to the library please ask your son/daughter to hand them in at reception. 
 
Awards 
I wrote to parents several weeks ago to let them know that Formby High School won the Creative School 
Award at the TES annual awards.  Since then we have had further success and recognition.  We were 
named as the Secondary School of the Year at the 2018 Sefton Sports Awards that were held in 
Southport’s Floral Hall on Wednesday evening this week.  At the same event, our Year 8 boys’ cross 
country team, who were North West champions and have competed at a national level this year, were 
awarded the School Team of the Year and Francesca Pivaro (Year 10), who competes on the international 
stage in Taekwondo, was chosen as the Junior Female Sports Personality of the Year.  Congratulations to 
the PE department and the students who won awards as well as those who were highly commended: 
Isabelle McKinnon (Year 10) a cyclist, Kaitlin Lysaght (Year 9) a footballer and Samuel Trappe (Year 7) who 
competes at judo. 
 
I am very grateful to those of you who have contributed to the consultation on the proposed 
implementation of a split lunch.  A final decision will be made by the Senior Leadership Team and the 
Governing Body in September, informed by all the feedback received.  If we do take the decision to 
implement a split lunch it will come into effect later during the Autumn term.  We are fortunate that 
Formby High School is popular and heavily oversubscribed and this has allowed us to take additional 
students. This has in turn created a buffer to ensure the school and its students are protected from the 
financial crisis within the education system.  The extra funds we receive from having more students is vital 
to enable us to sustain a high level of provision and opportunities for all students. 
 
2017/18 has been another highly successful school year and I am expecting the examination results in 
August to reflect the dedication and talent of our students.  We have reached the end of the year in good 
shape and I would like to pass on my thanks and gratitude to our highly effective Governing Body and the 
outstanding and talented staff.  I would also like to thank you for your on-going support; it is the strength 
of the partnership between parents and school that allows our young people to achieve and thrive, both 
inside and outside the classroom.   
 
Finally, our students have endured a year of academic challenge and change; they have done so with 
maturity and commitment.  I hope they have a great summer holiday – they deserve it! 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/school-uniform/
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/key-information/school-equipment-list/

