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Dear Parents  
 
Re: Level 3 BTEC IT changes  
 
I would like to inform you of a significant change that has taken place in respect of 
the BTEC IT option that your child has applied to study. 
 
In the information provided in the prospectus we had set out our intention to 
continue to offer the Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Information 
Technology. However, the ICT department, with the agreement of the Senior 
Leadership Team, has taken the difficult decision to switch to the Cambridge 
Technical Level 3 Certificate in Digital Media. The reason for this change is 
because of widely-reported national problems with the external assessments in the 
BTEC course. 
 
The new course carries the same level of certification and is a nationally recognised 
qualification by all universities.  Students will complete six units in total, three of 
which are externally assessed examinations.  The units selected will still allow 
students to develop their knowledge of key IT systems and policies whilst 
developing creativity and production skills through using a range of different 
software.  The units that will be studied are: 
 

 Unit 1 – Media Products and Audiences 

 Unit 2 – Pre-Production and Planning 

 Unit 3 – Creating a Media Product 

 Unit 6 – Social Media and Globalisation 

 Unit 21 – Plan and Deliver a Media Product Pitch 

 Unit 23 – Creating a Media Profile 

The decision to change courses has not been taken lightly. We believe that 
students will still be provided with the knowledge and skills to prepare them for 
life after Sixth Form in whichever pathway they follow.  The success of our students 
is our priority and we feel that they will continue to achieve high grades by 
studying the Cambridge Technical Level 3 certificate in Digital Media. Entry 
requirements for the course remain the same as those publicised for the BTEC 
qualification. 
 
We trust that you will accept and support us with this change in our desire to 
maintain the high quality of teaching and learning.  If you are content with the 
change there is no need to reply as your child’s application will be amended 
accordingly. Conversely, if you do have any concerns and wish to discuss the 
matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school. 
  
Yours sincerely  
Mr M O’Shaughnessy 
Director of Sixth Form 


