
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

…High Flyers 
The Sixth Form High Flyers Programme began on Tuesday 

20 February and will take place on a weekly basis until the end of 

the academic year.  The 24 Year 12 students involved have been 

identified as having the potential to apply to Oxbridge and other 

prestigious universities such as those in the Russell Group. 

Completing applications to such institutions will be competitive 

and rigorous; the purpose of the High Flyers Programme is to 

ensure our students are in the best possible position to secure places. Alongside this, attendance 

throughout the course of the programme will bring ample reward to students. The High Flyers Programme 

consists of critical thinking sessions, student-led presentation seminars, workshops led by university 

lecturers and FHS Curriculum / Subject Leaders, and talks delivered by Sandy Mills (Outreach Worker at 

Magdalene College, Cambridge). The group will also attend the Oxbridge conference at Aintree 

racecourse on 21 March and a number of them are already seeking other opportunities such as residentials.  

…Italian Taster for Young Linguists  
Just before half term, eight Year 9 MFL students spent the day in the  Department of 

Modern Languages and Cultures at University of Liverpool.  The ‘Giornata Italiana’ 

was a day of taster lessons in Italian, a chance for students 

to experience what university life is like and to meet current 

students and staff.  All of our students thoroughly enjoyed 

the day and were part of winning teams in many of the 

activities, returning home with prizes of university goody 

bags!  Following the visit, Dr Biasini from the Italian team at 

the University wrote to the school to express how the 

department had been very impressed by the interested and mature behaviour of the students at such a 

young age. 

…G:Force Acceleration 

Half term was a busy time for our G:Force Gospel Community Choir!  They 

took part in two major festivals in Manchester over the break. The 

Manchester Amateur Choir Competition took place at the prestigious 

Royal Northern College of Music on Sunday 11 February and featured 18 

choirs from across the country and, whilst they did not win the overall 

prize, the judges were wowed by their energetic and dynamic programme 

with one judge commenting “If that was the 

last thing I heard in my life, I’d die happy!”  At 

the UK Choir Festival on Sunday 18 February the smaller outfit, the ‘G:Force 

Executive’, performed for the third consecutive year and proved a real tour de 

force!  This ‘non-competitive’ event celebrates all that is great about singing 

and offers inspiring workshops with some of the best coaches in the country, as 

well as providing a big stage to showcase their work.  Following last year’s 

event in St. Alban’s, at which Mr Cook and Mundo Afrika received the 

only  ever standing ovation, the festival now offers awards and the G:Force Executive were presented with 

the Outstanding Performance Award!  They were also joined by a few members of Mundo Afrika who will 

return for the next UK Choir Festival later in the year. 
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…Year 9 Visit to Imperial War Museum North 

On Friday 2 February 40 Year 9 students took part in a History trip to the 

Imperial War Museum North, Salford. They spent the day completing a 

learning trail around the exhibits about warfare from WWI to the War on 

Terror. The students really made the most of the opportunity, getting 

involved and asking lots of questions. Mrs Kearsley and Mr Fitzgibbon were very impressed with the mature 

and respectful approach taken by the students whilst at the museum; they were a credit to Year 9 and to 

Formby High School! 

…Fundraising Update 
In the last newsletter, we told you about all the fabulous activities students got 

involved in on Friday 2 February, a non-uniform fundraising day in support of the 

Matt Henderson Cancer Appeal.  We are delighted to announce that, with all 

monies now counted, the total raised was an amazing £2124.41!  Well done to 

Billy in Year 10 who won the amazing raffle prize.  Thank you to the organisers, 

including members of the Henderson family and the Student Charity Committee, and to everyone who 

gave so generously for this cause.  

…Making it Count in Mathematics 

For Year 11 it isn’t about counting the days left until examinations but making every day count.  In Maths 

students can now choose from a wide range of support sessions to help them best prepare for their 

summer exams.  Saturday morning revision sessions will begin tomorrow (9:15am to 10:45am) and run 

through until Easter.  These are in addition to the usual extra-curricular Maths revision sessions currently on 

offer, including Breakfast Club (Tue/Thu from 8am) and after school sessions.  Students will also have 

access to bespoke support during Easter School (26 March and 6 April – sessions to be confirmed).  Year 11 

will sit a further PPE in Maths during the last fortnight of this half term which will inform further intervention 

and support required to help them cross the finish line in summer.  A big well done to the students and 

staff for putting so much effort behind getting the grades you truly deserve! 

…Community Lecture Series 
As part of our ongoing partnership with University of Liverpool Continuing Education, our community 

lecture series continued last night when we hosted Dr Shirley Jones who delivered a presentation on ’21st 

Century Jane Austen’.  Shirley’s talk explored what the writer means to us today and how she has been 

presented across film, television and literature.  The next lecture entitled ‘Why Read Dante; Dante and the 

Divine Comedy’ takes place on Thursday 22 March will be delivered by John Scrivener. Tickets are free of 

charge and seats can be reserved by contacting the school office. 

…A Taste for Spanish? 

The University of Liverpool Continuing Education and Formby High School are hosting another Spanish 

Taster Course at school starting in April.  This short course is the ideal opportunity to learn about what it is 

like to study Spanish from scratch!  It is desiged to give an introduction to the language and the Spanish 

culture, and will cover things such as basic greetings, numbers, shopping and dining out.  The course is 

designed to be a precursor to the Beginners’ Classes which run in the Continuing Education’s programme 

starting every October.  If you would like more information about the course or to book your place, please 

visit the University of Liverpool Continuing Education website:  www.liverpool.ac.uk/continuing-education.   
  
 

 

 

 

 

                   

 Y12/13 PPEs – w/c 26 Feb  Y11 GCSE Music Ensembles – 8 Mar 

 Y11 Practice Interviews – 27/28 Feb  Y10 Geography Visit to Hawse End – 9 to 11 Mar 
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