
 
 

Courses will require a minimum number of five students in order to run. 

  

Formby High School 
Sixth Form 

A Level Ancient History 

 
Why study Ancient History at 

Formby High School? 

A Level Ancient History offers 

students the opportunity to study 

elements of the classical world, 

acquiring in the process some 

understanding of the culture, politics 

and social life of Rome and Greece at 

significant periods in their history. The 

course provides excellent preparation 

for students wishing to progress to 

further study.  

Last year, our Ancient History 

students performed in the top 1% of 

students nationally in A Level Ancient 

History.  Students are guided through 

their studies by teachers with 

expertise in Greek and Roman 

History.  The enthusiasm with which 

the subject is taught, together with 

the hands-on approach in terms of 

the use of original source material, 

are crucial components of what could 

only be described as a vibrant 

classroom experience. 

What does the course involve? 

 

The reformed A Level retains many of 

the popular topics from the legacy 

specification and many features which 

make the subject so interesting and 

engaging for students. The 

specification contains four elements: 

the Greek History component consists 

of a period study looking at relations 

between Greek and non-Greek states 

492 – 404 BC, as well as a depth 

study into society and politics of 

Sparta.  The Roman History 

component also has period and depth 

study elements: the Julio-Claudian 

Emperors, 31 BC – AD 68 and the 

breakdown of the Late Republic.  

  

The principal focus of each study is 

the handling of original sources. You 

should be able to demonstrate 

knowledge and an understanding of 

the nature of historical evidence, the 

methods used by historians in analysis 

and evaluation, as well as the 

selection of original source material in 

its context.  

  

There is also a requirement to 

demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of historians’ 

interpretations and to be able to 

analyse and evaluate these 

interpretations. This will be assessed 

within both period studies. 

 

 

What can the qualification lead to? 

A degree course in History is the most 

obvious next step.  History is a useful 

and often necessary subject for a 

number of careers e.g. the media, 

journalism, law, local government, 

where employers appreciate 

analytical, investigative and 

communicative skills.  Many people 

with History qualifications also find 

employment in business, accountancy, 

marketing and sales, for example. 

History qualifications are highly 

valued by a range of employers, as 

students with them are seen as 

inquisitive and capable of making 

their own judgements on information 

presented to them.  They also have 

good communication skills and show 

initiative in seeking out information. 

What are the entry requirements? 

A grade 6 in GCSE History (if studied) 

or grade 6 in GCSE English Language 

or English Literature.  An interest in 

and enthusiasm for the subject are of 

paramount importance when studying 

Ancient History. 

Which other subjects complement 

Ancient History? 
 

 English 

 Geography 

 History 

 Religious Education 
 

Student Viewpoint 

  

“I really enjoy Ancient History in all 

respects and it will never cease to 

interest me.  It allows me to 

understand how the figures from the 

period have shaped the world we live 

in today and will always retain its 

relevance. The events of the period 

studied have allowed me to further 

understand the important issues of 

today.  I cannot recommend the 

subject highly enough.” 


