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Dear Parent

Please find attached a letter from Merseyside Police regarding anti-social behaviour
in the local community during recent weeks. We have been working very closely
with Merseyside Police to support their drive to reduce anti-social behaviour and I
should be very grateful if you could take the time to read the enclosed letter and
share the content with your son/daughter.

As always, thank you for your anticipated support.

Yours sincerely

D A Mackenzie
Headteacher



Working in partnership with

Parents/Guardians,As you may be aware there has been an increase in Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) andassociated crime within the past two weeks in the Southport and Formby areas. Thisbehaviour is often associated with the Halloween period and on many occasions hasexceeded what could be referred to as mischief, escalating into criminal behaviour. Thisbehaviour cannot be tolerated. Merseyside Police, Sefton Council and our local highschools work in close partnership to ensure the safety of our local youths within thecommunity. We have recently held meetings regarding the concerning increase in ASBand will continue to work together to resolve this problem.There are measures that the schools and Police can take to tackle this behaviour but wealso need the help of parents/guardians.  Police measures include the use of dispersalzones, ASB legislation such as ASB injunctions, Criminal Behaviour Orders (replacingASBOs) and also prosecuting offenders through the Criminal Justice System. We have tobalance the rights of the youths with the needs of the community to ensure thatmembers of the public are protected, and this has to be done fairly.Most of the recent criminal damage has been caused when large groups of youthscongregate, many of whom have absolutely no intention of committing crime. It is mybelief that a lot of the crime will be committed by a small number of youths within thesegroups. Other members of the group do help to facilitate the crime by congregating andhelping to obscure the identity of the true offenders, whether intentional or not. Theseyouths run the risk of appearing to be involved in these criminal acts.We have no intention of prosecuting and criminalising youths who are not involved inAnti-Social Behaviour. As such we are asking for your help to ensure that your childrendo not get caught up with the groups of young people who are causing us concern. Wewould ask you to ask yourselves the following questions: Do I know where my child istonight? Did I check to see that they are going where they said they would be? Do I knowwho their friends are? If we can reduce the number of youths in these groups it willmake the true offenders easier to identify and will rule out the possibility of innocentchildren being involved. Whilst I appreciate that not all parents will take note of thisletter, it is my belief that decent, honest parents will speak to their children and will tryto keep them away from trouble.Thank you for your help
Sgt 4524 Andy DentithSouthport Local Policing Team
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