
 

Headteacher: 
Mr D A Mackenzie 

BA (Hons) NPQH 
 

Freshfield Road 
Formby 

Liverpool 
L37 3HW 

 
01704 873100  

 
enquiries@ 

formbyhighschool.com 
 

www. 
formbyhighschool.com 

 
@FormbyHigh 

 
 
 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

Formby High School is a 
Limited Company registered in 

 England and Wales under 
Company No. 7724342 

 

Formby High School 
‘Determined to Achieve’ 
 

SCO/JMA 

 

10 October 2017 
 
To all parents 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
HOMEWORK GUIDANCE October 2017 

With our first half term well and truly underway, we are pleased students are beginning 
to demonstrate good learning habits in and out of class.  You will hopefully be aware 
that we are working hard to embed a renewed focus on homework and independent 
learning across the school and I would like to take this opportunity to highlight our 
expectations relating to our new Homework and Independent Learning Policy.   
 
At Formby High School we are committed to developing students’ confidence and 
resilience so they are able to work independently and take responsibility for their own 
learning in readiness for the rigour of new, tougher GCSEs and A Levels.  Learning that 
takes place outside the classroom should provide students with the opportunity to 
develop their knowledge, skills and understanding.  It should consolidate and extend 
work covered in the classroom or prepare students for new experiences. 
 
WHY DO WE SET HOMEWORK? 

Regular setting of meaningful homework enables students to: 

 Develop independent work skills essential for academic success at all levels. 

 Be resilient when challenging work is set. 

 Take responsibility for identifying areas for improvement and working 
independently to make the necessary improvements. 

 Demonstrate integrity through the ownership of their work. 

 Increase their capacity and confidence to problem solve. 

 Take on responsibility for their learning and management of time. 

 Grow a love of learning and thirst for knowledge. 

 Experience success. 
 

WHAT TYPE OF HOMEWORK CAN STUDENTS EXPECT? 

Students will be set a variety of homework tasks.  These will include: 

 Extended writing activities. 

 Practising and applying skills that have been developed during lessons. 

 Answering examination questions. 

 Deepening knowledge through extension / challenge work, building on 
understanding developed during lessons. 

 Learning new content in preparation for a future lesson. 

 Learning set vocabulary to support longer tasks in Languages. 

 Undertaking a project or research over an extended period of time. 

 Reinforcing, reviewing or consolidating information. 

 Revision for a forthcoming assessment. 

https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Homework-and-Independent-Learning-Policy-Final-July-2017.pdf
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HOW OFTEN CAN STUDENTS EXPECT TO BE SET HOMEWORK? 

Whilst we do not publish a prescriptive ‘homework timetable’, teachers are expected to adhere to the 
arrangements described in detail within our new policy.  Students will be given reasonable deadlines by 
their teachers to complete homework and students should develop their organisational skills by recording 
homework in their Student Planners, and ensuring the completion of their homework tasks according to 
the deadlines they have been given. 
 

 Frequency Duration 

Years 7, 8 and 9 

One piece of meaningful, quality 
homework for every six lessons for 
each subject (for full details, please see 
the policy online). 

Students will be expected to spend 
between 45 minutes to one hour 
completing a piece of homework. 

Years 10 and 11 
One piece of homework for each 
subject on a weekly or fortnightly 
basis.  

Students will be expected to spend 
about one hour completing this work. 

 
WHAT ARE ‘INDEPENDENT LEARNING JOURNALS’? 

With a noticeable increase in subject content and a greater focus on examinations, students need to 
develop a real ‘thirst for knowledge’ and greater independence in and out of school. Across Years 7, 8 
and 9 we have recently introduced Independent Learning Journals to encourage students to explore 
subject content and learning beyond the classroom.  We are challenging them to undertake personal 
research and creative activities. This could be a topic or theme that sparks their curiosity or stimulate their 
imagination in or outside of school. Students may wish to show their form tutor, class teacher or Climate 
for Learning Leader if they wish.    
 
WHAT SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS WITH HOMEWORK? 

Early Bird Club is available to students on Monday to Friday in Room A14 from 8.15am. Study Plus 
homework club is available to students on Monday to Thursday after school in Room A14 until 4:30pm 
and provides a supervised area for students to complete homework.  In addition to Study Plus, an ICT 
suite is made available for students to use for independent study during lunchtime and Room P9 is also 
open for Silent Study every lunchtime (12:45 – 13:15). 

 
WHAT HAPPENS IF HOMEWORK IS LATE OR NOT COMPLETED? 

If homework is not handed in or submitted late then a school detention will be issued.  A school detention 
will also be issued where homework is submitted but is found to be below the expected standard for that 
student, in terms of effort or quality of work.  
 
In order to ensure their learning is not adversely affected students should always complete missing or 
incomplete homework to the best of their ability and pass it to their teacher for review. 
 
HOW IS HOMEWORK MONITORED? 

Form tutors will check their tutees’ planners on a fortnightly basis to ensure they are recording all 
homework accurately. 
 
Typically, homework will be marked by the teacher or peer/self-assessed.  Teachers may provide 
individual written comments, verbal feedback or feedback to the whole class, and students will be 
expected to respond to their teacher’s feedback using the purple pen during designated ROAR time 
(Reflect On and Respond).  Outstanding effort with homework will be recognised through the awarding of 
rewards points and, on occasion, a letter or postcard to parents.   
 
Subject and Curriculum Leaders, Climate for Learning Leaders and the Senior Leadership Team also 
monitor homework across the school. 
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We expect parents to support homework through routinely checking that homework has been accurately 
recorded in their Student Planner, ensure it has been completed and then signing their child’s Student 
Planner on a weekly basis.  If a child is unable to meet a homework deadline and has a reasonable 
explanation for not being able to do so, his/her parents should write a note to the teacher in the planner 
and a deadline extension should be agreed. 
 
WHAT ELSE CAN PARENTS DO TO SUPPORT GOOD HOMEWORK HABITS? 

1. Check homework deadlines. 
2. Be prepared to help with organisation and getting started. 
3. Create a ‘homework hub’ - the right environment to avoid distractions. 
4. Ensure your child has all the equipment they need to engage in productive independent 

learning (our school equipment list is a good start). 
5. Make sure your child has enough time to complete the work. 
6. Encourage homework discipline, setting aside the same time of day if possible. 
7. Encourage wider reading to open the mind to topics and to see the bigger picture. 
8. Consider using defined incentives to entice your children to finish homework.  
9. Check and sign your child’s Student Planner. 
10. Stay calm, keep calm and carry on! 

 
Thank you for spending the time to read this information. Engaging in meaningful, smarter and high 
quality homework is widely recognised as having a positive effect on learning, particularly when students 
are set planned and focused activities that are linked to their learning in class. 
 
Thank you as always for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S A Cook 
Senior Assistant Headteacher 
Teaching, Learning and Curriculum 


