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Aims  
 

This policy sets out how Formby High School has developed the curriculum for students across 
all Key Stages. It will explain how each pathway allows students to maximise their potential and 
prepare for the future. 
 
Policy Statements 
 

 We believe that all students should have access to a broad, balanced and 
stimulating curriculum 

 We believe that students should be allowed to follow a differentiated pathway 
suited to their individual needs and that all students are given equal opportunity to 
achieve 

 We believe that students should be encouraged to develop their creativity and 
independence through enrichment, enhancement and extra-curricular opportunities 

 
Curriculum Overview 
 

We offer a broad, balanced, relevant, differentiated and inclusive curriculum to all students.  At 
Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, the curriculum reflects the National Curriculum programmes of 
study and all other statutory requirements.  At Key Stage 5, students are guided formally 
towards a personalised curriculum which meets their individual needs and aspirations.  There are 
clear and diverse pathways through all key stages, as detailed in Appendix 1.  The curriculum 
offered at Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 ensures that there are clear progression routes to enable 
students to continue their post-16 education at Formby High School, and to prepare them for 
higher education and the world of work. 
 
Our curriculum is reviewed annually and developed to meet the requirements of current national 
guidelines.  Students are grouped in a variety of ways according to the needs of the subject.   
We offer a range of subjects to enhance and develop students’ opportunities in these areas and 
across the curriculum more widely.  
 

KEY STAGE FOUR COURSES  KEY STAGE FIVE COURSES 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE FRENCH  A LEVEL ART A LEVEL MATHEMATICS  

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE GEOGRAPHY  A LEVEL BIOLOGY A LEVEL MUSIC 

GCSE MATHEMATICS GCSE HISTORY  A LEVEL CHEMISTRY A LEVEL MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 

GCSE BIOLOGY  GCSE MUSIC   A LEVEL DRAMA  A LEVEL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

GCSE  BUSINESS STUDIES  GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION   A LEVEL ENGLISH LANG/LIT  A LEVEL PHYSICS 

 GCSE CHEMISTRY GCSE PHYSICS  A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE  A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES  A LEVEL FILM STUDIES  A LEVEL SPANISH 

GCSE DANCE GCSE RESISTANT MATERIALS  A LEVEL FRENCH BTEC BUSINESS 

GCSE DRAMA GCSE  SCIENCE (TRILOGY)  A LEVEL FURTHER MATHS BTEC ICT 

GCSE FINE ART  GCSE SPANISH   A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY BTEC  DANCE 

GCSE FOOD  & NUTRITION  OCR CREATIVE iMEDIA   A LEVEL GOVT. & POLITICS BTEC SPORT 

 

 A LEVEL HISTORY BTEC ENGINEERING 

 
As students enter Key Stages 4 and 5, we aim to provide a personalised curriculum, allowing 
students to follow an appropriate pathway and, where necessary, working with external 
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agencies to ensure appropriate course provision.  We engage students and parents in decisions 
regarding their options choices at ‘landmark moments’ throughout their school career.  All 
students are entitled to examination entry in their chosen subjects, provided that they have met 
the basic requirements of attendance and coursework or controlled assessment completion. 
 
Our formal curriculum offer is supplemented by a range of additional opportunities which aim to 
further enhance, stimulate and engage our students in new experiences. These include 
enterprise days, curriculum enhancement activities, field trips, educational visits and cultural 
events.  Our Sixth Form offer includes a programme of enrichment activities which includes the 
Extended Project Qualification, the Arts Award, Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award, sports 
leadership and community service.  
 
The FHS Baccalaureate programme draws together the Sixth Form curriculum and enrichment 
elements under one umbrella structure. 
 
Curriculum Pathways and Personalisation 
 

Support for students with Special Educational Needs, and those for whom English is an 
additional language, is provided by a team of dedicated special needs teachers and Teaching 
Assistants with additional support from external providers if required. 
 
The curriculum allows the most able cohort to be challenged to fulfil their potential.  This 
happens through the rigour and demand of teaching they receive, and is further enhanced by 
curriculum enrichment opportunities, including GCSE Astronomy, Polyglot Languages 
Programme and Level 2 Further Mathematics.   
 

 In Years 7, 8 and 9, some students are withdrawn from Modern Foreign Languages 
in order to receive additional support in literacy and numeracy. 

 In Years 10 and 11, we operate four bespoke pathways which allow some students 
to follow a reduced combination of subjects, with an emphasis on vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. 

 In the Sixth Form, our curriculum offers students four tiered pathways which enable 
combinations of academic A Level and vocational BTEC courses. 

 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 

The Senior Assistant Headteacher (with responsibility for Curriculum) and the Headteacher have 
overall responsibility for the planning and organisation of the curriculum, reporting to the 
Governing Body, and providing the strategic direction and development of the curriculum. 
 
The role of Curriculum and Subject Leaders is to: 

 Keep up to date and review developments in their subject, at both national and 
local level, ensuring development planning links to whole-school objectives. 

 Regularly monitor and review the plans for all teachers, ensuring that all classes are 
taught the full requirements of the curriculum. 

 Examine long-term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate 
teaching strategies are used and that planning leads to a broad and balanced 
curriculum which takes into account the needs of different learners. 

 Monitor the way in which resources are stored and managed. 

 Ensure that both formative and summative assessments are used to promote 
learning. 

 Ensure that clear learning outcomes are identified in plans and that students receive 
consistent and developmental feedback on their work. 

 
The role of the Subject Teachers is to: 

 Keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both national and local level, 
ensuring lesson planning links to whole-school objectives. 
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 Plan and deliver lessons that meet the full requirements of the curriculum. 

 Use appropriate teaching strategies that take into account the needs of different 
learners. 

 Use resources effectively in order to deliver the aims of the curriculum. 

 Plan for and use both formative and summative assessments to monitor and track 
student 
progress. 

 Ensure that clear learning outcomes are identified in plans and that students receive 
consistent and developmental feedback on their work. 

The implementation of this policy is monitored through whole school, departmental and pastoral 
self-review, and by the Governing Body. 


