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Dear Parent 
 
Re:  Centralised Detention System 
 
You will be aware that we are working hard to ensure our students are taught in a 
calm and purposeful learning environment and that they take responsibility for 
their actions. Where students work hard and try their best they are rewarded with 
merits and on the rare occasions that students make poor behaviour choices a 
consequence is applied. The purpose of taking this approach is to encourage 
students to take responsibility for their own actions and understand how they 
impact on others. 
 
In order to simplify procedures we are making some changes to the school 
detention system. Research suggests that for a detention to be effective in 
changing behaviour choices it should be served as soon as possible after the 
behaviour incident.  To facilitate this we are moving to a daily centralised 
detention system. 
 
How will our centralised detention system operate?  
 

 A student will be issued a detention in line with our School Behaviour Policy 
(for example, for non-completion of homework, ‘name and two ticks’ in a 
lessons or repeatedly breaching school uniform rules). 

 The student will be informed they are expected to attend detention in the 
dining hall that afternoon from 3:30 – 4:00pm.  The student will be issued 
with two behaviour points. 

 Parents will receive a text message via Parentmail informing them that their 
son/daughter has been issued a detention and will be late home from 
school that evening – this will be delivered at approximately 2:30pm. 

 If a student is issued a detention after 2.30pm he/she will serve the 
detention the following afternoon. 

 Whilst on detention the student will complete the reflective part of the 
process. He/She will spend the time thinking through why they have been 
placed on detention, what triggered the action they took and how they will 
ensure it will not happen again. 

 Following the detention the student will be expected to take responsibility 
for seeking out the member of staff who placed him/her on detention to 
restore the relationship with that member of staff. 

 In the exceptional circumstance that your son/daughter is not able to sit the 
detention that evening (for instance, he/she has to collect a younger sibling) 
then you should contact the main office as soon as possible.  The detention 
will be transferred to the following evening. 

 We ask for your support by discussing the detention with your 
son/daughter and considering how he/she should try to change his/her 
behaviour. 
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I have spoken with students during assemblies to inform them of the changes and they will become 
effective from Monday 10 July 2017.  There will be no changes to our other detention systems. 
 
I trust you will welcome our more timely approach and look forward to these changes having a positive 
impact in ensuring students take responsibility for their behaviour. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Mrs K Blanchard 
Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral Care and Welfare) 


