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Dear Parent 

As we start the final half term of the academic year, I would like to bring a number of 
important points to your attention: 

Safeguarding 

In light of the horrific incidents in Manchester and London recently, we have reviewed 
our procedures and risk assessments for school trips, acting on the advice provided 
by the Local Authority and other relevant organisations.  Whilst it is impossible to 
predict what may happen, I am confident that we have appropriate procedures in 
place for all school trips should a group in any way be affected by an incident of this 
nature.  We are paying equally close attention to procedures within school to ensure 
that students are safeguarded in the event of an incident occurring on the campus 
during the school day.  Appropriate information regarding the above will be provided 
to students in due course. 

Construction Work 

L Building is currently undergoing external refurbishment with the existing curtain wall 
being replaced.  This project started several weeks ago and is due for completion 
before the beginning of the new school year.  It is costing £520,000 which has been 
granted by the Department for Education following a successful bid application.  We 
have been awarded a further £800,000 to carry out a similar project on C Building, 
with work commencing in September.  These projects will bring about considerable 
improvements to the learning environment and create energy efficiency savings as 
well as enhancing the general appearance of the campus.  Whilst work is taking place, 
students’ access is restricted in order to ensure their safety. 

Staffing Update 
I am very pleased to inform you that Mr Paling has been appointed as Assistant Vice 
Principal at Smithills School in Bolton and will take up post in September 2017.  It is 
my intention to appoint a Curriculum Leader for Mathematics in January 2018.  In 
addition, Miss McDonald has been appointed as Teacher of Mathematics with 
responsibility for Key Stage 2 to 3 transition at Holy Family Catholic High School in 
Thornton and will leave with our very best wishes at the end of this school year.  I am 
currently in the process of finalising staff for the new school year and will provide 
more detail in my end of term letter. 

Day of Remembrance and Hope 

To remember those who have lost their lives in the recent terrorist attacks and to 
commemorate the one year anniversary of the brutal murder of Jo Cox MP, the 
school will hold a day of remembrance and hope on Friday 16 June.  This will provide 
an opportunity to reflect as a community on the recent terrorist attacks, their impact 
on society and the courage and bravery of those who ran into the ‘line of fire’.  You 
will find a flyer containing more information at the end of this letter and I ask that you 
encourage your son/daughter to participate. 
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Upcoming Events 

Please be aware of the following dates for your diary: 

 

INSET Day (Friday 23 June) – school will be closed to students on this day. 

 

Sports Day (Friday 7 July) – students will be expected to arrive in school at 11:15am for morning 
registration.  Field events will take place before lunch and those students not involved will have an 
extended tutor period.  All students will then participate (either as a competitor or spectator) during 
the afternoon track events.  Those students who are competing should attend school in their PE kit. 

 

Friends of FHS Summer Ball (Friday 7 July) – this event is taking place at Formby Hall Golf Club & Spa, 
starting at 7:30pm.  Tickets are priced at £40 and are available via ParentPay.  I am sure this will be a 
very enjoyable evening and a great opportunity to raise money for Queenscourt Hospice and the 
School Development Fund. 

 

Finally, I have been very impressed with how students in all year groups have conducted themselves 
during their examinations.   For those sitting GCSE and A Level examinations, I look forward to sharing in 
their success on results day in August and I am sure they will welcome the long summer break when it 
comes around! 

Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
 

 


