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OUR YEAR 9 CURRICULUM 
 
During Year 9, we aim to provide students with the best possible preparation for Key Stage Four within the 

context of a broad and balanced curriculum model. This incorporates the best teaching, subject content 

and skills development available to our students at a time when they must make their first serious decisions 

about their futures. 

 
 

Our two-week/49 period timetable is constructed as follows and provides opportunities for core curriculum 

and EBACC development, as well as the opportunity to begin some elements of specialisation in practical 

subjects.  Students are able to opt for two subjects from Art, Art Textiles, Food & Nutrition and Resistant 

Materials. This allows students to refine their skills and get a better understanding of what to expect in the 

years ahead. 
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ENGLISH 
Key Stage English Co-ordinator: Mrs E Hughes 
 
What will students study during Year 9? 
 
Throughout the year the students will be working on improving their knowledge and understanding of 

English Language and a variety of styles of writing. Each of the topics studied has been designed to 

develop skills in all three English strands of reading, writing and speaking and listening. We also have a 

particular focus on spelling and grammar at KS3 in order to prepare students for the demands of the new 

KS4 curriculum and to build on the skills previously developed. The topics use a combination of classical 

and modern literature texts to develop awareness of the English Literary Canon and develop the skills 

required to be successful later in the key stage and beyond. 

Units of study this year include: ‘Relationships in Literature’; First World War poetry; rhetoric; unseen 

prose analysis (GCSE preparation); dystopian fiction and the study of the novel ‘Of Mice and Men’. 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Work is assessed according to specific skills.  Students will be aware of which skill or skills are being 

targeted for each assessed piece. 

Reading Ski l ls 

 Decoding and Retrieving 
 Inferring and Deducing 
 Understanding the writer’s craft 

 Engaging with the context 
 

Writing Ski l ls 

 Punctuation and sentencing 
 

 
 
 Spelling 
 Structure and paragraphing 

 Adapting text to genre 
 

Speaking and Listening Ski l ls 

 Speaking appropriately according to context  
 Listening and responding effectively 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework will be set weekly; these tasks will be a mixture of reading, SP&G tasks (using CGP grammar 

books and ZigZag resources) and the unit specific tasks as outlined in students’ books.  Often, homework 

will consist of independent tasks students complete in order to prepare for the next lesson. 

How can parents support students? 
 
One of the most effective ways of improving standards in English is reading. As we see students seven 

times per fortnight and have to focus primarily on the skills of textual analysis and writing, independent 

reading is something with which we and students need your help. Please encourage your child to read, 

join the library if not already a member and ask them to talk to you about what they are reading. We are 

not expecting all students to rush out and read great English literary classics, but reading on any subject 

they find interesting will help.  

If you need help in choosing books, ask your child’s English teacher or have a look at the links on the 

website.  What we need students to do is to see language in use regularly, that way they learn about 

extending their ideas, sentence structure and ways of structuring whole texts. 

 



MATHEMATICS 
Key Stage Mathematics Co-ordinator: Mr A Symes 

 
What will students study during Year 9? 
 

Aerospace, biotechnology, business and finance, construction, defence, electronics, environment, health 
care, management, marketing and retail. What do all of these careers have in common? They all need 
Mathematics!  
 
Mathematical ability is very highly regarded by both universities and employers. Be ‘determined to 
achieve’ in Mathematics at GCSE and you are opening up a whole world of possible careers. 
 

What the course will involve 

 Number – numerical problems and relationships between numbers 
 Algebra – equations, formulae and functional relationships 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change -  solve problems involving ratio and apply reasoning to 
proportionality problems 

 Geometry and measure – shapes, measures and transformation 
 Probability –  record, describe and analyse the frequency of outcomes using tables and tree diagrams 

 Statistics – interpret, analyse, represent and compare the distributions of both discrete and continuous 
data  

 

How will students be assessed? 
 

Assessment is by three examinations taken at the end of the course. Scores from the three examinations 

are combined to give a final grade. There is no coursework for this subject. 

 Paper 1 (33
1

3
% of total GCSE non-calculator) 

 Paper 2 (33
1

3
% of total GCSE calculator) 

 Paper 3 (33
1

3
% of total GCSE calculator) 

 GCSE can be taken at either Foundation Tier (Grades 1-5) or Higher Tier (Grades 4-9) 

 

How can parents support students? 
 

Students begin their GCSE Mathematics course at the start of Year 9 and are placed in ability sets based 

on their performance in their End of Year 8 Assessment.  

 

A grade 9-4 in Mathematics is an essential requirement for most employers and for access to further 

education such as A Levels and university degrees. A good understanding of Mathematics is an important 

practical skill that students will benefit from in everyday life in the future, whether in the work place or 

managing their personal finances. Students who have a keen interest in Mathematics or are considering a 

career in accounting, engineering, architecture or physical sciences can continue their studies by opting 

for A Level Mathematics and A Level Further Mathematics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE 
Key Stage Science Co-ordinator: Miss J Atherton 

 

What will students study during Year 9? 

 

Year 9 students follow the National curriculum framework for science which is designed to provide a 

smooth transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 by: 

 Extending students' How Science Works skills, ready for KS4 Science 

 Systematically introducing concepts from the new GCSE specifications 

 Motivating and engaging students across the whole ability range 

 Maximising skills development and understanding of key science concepts 

 

Content is delivered through themed units which set Science in many relevant contexts. 

 Respiration – cell respiration and breathing system 

 Genetics and Evolution – DNA; inheritance and evolution 

 Reactions 1 – naming substance; reactions of metals with oxygen, water and acid; displacement 

reactions and extraction of iron  

 Reactions 2 – conservation of mass; neutralisation; balancing equations and rates of reaction 

 Hollywood – graphs; distance time graphs and calculating speed 

 Pressure and density – pressure; density and moments 

 

How will students be assessed?  

 
Student’s progress is assessed regularly, using teacher assessment and the setting of homework tasks. 

Throughout the year students will complete six topic examinations and towards the end of the Spring 

term students will complete two end of Key Stage examinations. These examinations are used to place 

the students in their sets for Year 10. Alongside these examinations, a half termly Assessment for 

Learning task is completed. Teachers provide feedback to students together with a feed forward task to 

help them improve their work and move to the next attainment step.  

What homework will students receive? 

 
Homework in Science is set once per week and may take the form of research, written or past GCSE 

paper questions, in preparation for Year 10.  Student homework tasks are assessed regularly using 

teacher assessment. 

 

How can parents support students? 

 
Parents can encourage student’s study of science by discussing their work, making them aware of current 

news topics and television programmes which may be of interest. They could point students towards the 

BBC Bitesize website (www.bbcbitesize.co.uk) and we allow students to purchase a KS3 guide which lasts 

them up to the start of the GCSE. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/


ART 
Subject Leader: Mr R Collins 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 
Having opted to study Art in Year 9, class sizes will generally be smaller, allowing more advanced 
techniques to be delivered in lessons. Students will work at a GCSE type level, and this course is very 
much an introduction to GCSE practices, with all work produced through Year 9 submitted to GCSE 
coursework portfolios as ‘additional coursework’, meaning this is very much a ‘head start’ into GCSE.  

 

The main project will revolve around ‘Portraiture’, with students exploring diverse drawing styles, 
researching and linking their work to Alberto Giacometti and Kris Trappeniers. Students will create 
intricate drawings and monoprints, furthermore being taught about the formal elements within Art, when 
drawing set of skills which will stand students in excellent stead for GCSE Fine Art.  
 
Following these initial skills, students will progress to explore painting, developing mixed media 
backgrounds on which to print. They will develop a more personal approach as the unit progresses, 
learning some basic photography skills and working from their own photographs to develop detailed self-
portraits.  

 
Through the remainder of the academic year, students will undertake a range of ‘workshops’, which 
involve more ‘out of the box’ thinking and diverse approaches. Problem solving is fundamental to 
success in these lessons, with themes and content varying year on year 

 
Art students develop their passion for the subject through research, observation, experimentation 
and creativity. Students are given the opportunity to attend Key Stage Three Art Club, where they 
can explore more advanced techniques and work in a GCSE type environment.  

 
How will students be assessed? 
 
Year 9 students will be assessed according to the whole school ‘Attainment Steps’ guideline, with 
‘steps’ being awarded for each piece of work they complete. Student-friendly criteria have been devised 
for every piece of work, allowing students to take responsibility for their own learning, and self and peer 
assess with confidence. At this level ‘Attainment Steps’ will be converted to GCSE grades in order to 
give students a clear idea of the standard of their work in accordance with GCSE criteria. Teachers 
offer verbal feedback during lessons and regular written feedback in sketchbooks. Students are 
encouraged to respond to written teacher feedback to show they understand how they can 
progress. 

 
What homework will students receive? 
 
Art homework is set regularly and supplements classroom learning, averaging one piece of homework 
per fortnight. Homework is set through a variety of activities which are not always drawing based, but 
can include artist research, creating information booklets, postcards and collecting images.  
 

How can parents support students? 
 
Art is a subject that touches many aspects of daily life. You can support your child’s education through 
visiting Art galleries and relevant cultural events. It is important that parents and students alike use the 
departmental blog: www.formbyhighart.wordpress.com as an alternative way to observe and comment 
on the type of work being completed in the department. Encouraging students to use their planner and 
monitoring homework will also support their artistic education. 
 

 

http://www.formbyhighart.wordpress.com/


COOKING & NUTRITION 
Subject Leader: Mrs G Dixon 
 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 
All students will have the opportunity to experience 20 weeks of Cooking and Nutrition. This is intended 
to be a practical and creative course which focuses on providing students with the necessary practical 
skills and nutritional knowledge they will need should they choose to study this subject at GCSE. Core 
topics to be delivered are food, nutrition and health, food science, food safety, food choice and food 
provenance. 
 

The course aims to extend students' knowledge and understanding of food, diet and health, further 
developing their practical skills in food preparation and different cooking techniques enabling them to 
make informed decisions about their own diet and food choices. 

 

How will students be assessed? 

Practical work is self, peer and teacher assessed. Verbal feedback is regularly provided which enables 
students to identify what they have done well and how they can improve. Students complete a theory 
booklet which is assessed regularly along with homework.  

What homework will students receive? 

Students are set homework relevant to each practical and topic.  It may involve gathering research 
surrounding each topic; evaluating products made or preparing materials for practical lessons. 

How parents can support students? 

Cooking and Nutrition is a life skill. Parents can promote the benefits of healthy eating and nutrition by 
encouraging cooking, baking and meal planning using healthy ingredients and by raising awareness of 
food labels on packaging. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



COMPUTING 
Subject Leader: Mr R Allan 
 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 
Unit 1 –  Data Val idity and Bias: Website Assessment 
Students will learn about the benefits and the dangers of the internet. They gain an understanding of 
validity and bias as well as the way data can be modified to fit a particular purpose. Students use a range 
of software to manipulate images and sounds to give them a better understanding of how information is 
not always to be trusted depending upon its source. They will conduct research into the various types of 
email and websites that offer services or request information and discover how they can separate the 
trustworthy from the dangerous. 

 

Unit 2 –  Project Planning: Design a Theme Park Ride 
Students will design a theme park water ride and the control system that will allow it to function 
before programming their simulation in ‘Scratch’. They will test the ride through peer assessment to 
ensure that it functions correctly and then make improvements. A spreadsheet will be used to simulate 
the profits and losses for the ride and allow students to invent and test scenarios that could affect the 
income and expenditure. Some of the more technical aspects of Photoshop and Fireworks will be used 
to develop advertisements for their games, taking into account any copyright issues that may arise. 

 

Unit 3 –  HTML and Web Development 
Students will learn about the way a web browser is used to interpret and display information, text, 
images and video stored within a website on a server. Students will learn to develop websites that are 
written in HTML and using web design software. They will incorporate aspects of JavaScript in order to 
add functionality to their website. 

 

Unit 4 – Python programming 
Students will further their knowledge of programming by learning to program using the procedural 

program “Python”. They will gain an understanding of different types of variables and be able to use 

Strings and Integers when programming. They will learn of IF statements and be able to identify 
situations where decisions are made in order to create computer programs that are able to respond to 

inputs and carry out functions. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Progress is assessed frequently during lessons through verbal and written feedback. Students are 
formally assessed and awarded a level every half term. This is done through an extended assessment 
task that is designed to gauge understanding of the subject matter covered so far. Feedback is provided 
that explains the level that has been attained as well as possible ways in which this could be improved 
upon in future assessments. Peer assessment is used frequently to allow students to evaluate each 
other’s work and become familiar with identifying good practice and possible ways to develop their own 
work. 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework is set frequently, usually on a fortnightly basis, and it often takes the form of design, 
planning or research that is beneficial to the tasks that will be completed in the following lesson. 

 

How parents can support students? 
 
Computing is a constantly developing subject area and new technologies are always being created. 
Students should be made aware of the benefits of new technology as well as discussing the advantages 
and limitations of the developments. A PC with an Internet connection at home will allow students to 
access a wealth of information from sites such as: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/               http://www.teach-ict.com/ http://www.reviseict.co.uk/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
http://www.teach-ict.com/
http://www.reviseict.co.uk/


DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
Subject Leader: Miss D Wareing 
 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 
All students will have the opportunity to opt for Design and Technology. They will experience 18 weeks 
of GCSE preparation. 

 
Students will design and make 2 projects: 
 A small pewter cast item 
 A curved plywood lamp 
 
They will research, design, develop, plan, make and evaluated their own unique designs. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Practical work and design work is self, peer and teacher assessed.  Verbal and written feedback is 
regularly provided which enables students to identify what they have done well and how they can 
progress.   Each project will be formally assessed and will support the end of KS3 final Attainment Step. 
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Students are set homework from the DT homework menu, they are to select and produce a homework of 

their choice. The homework tasks are differentiated, challenging and linked into the school rewards 

system. 

How parents can support students? 

Design Technology touches all areas of life. Every product has been designed and it is always useful to 

discuss the functions and aesthetics of existing products. Conversations regarding designers, artists and 

architects can also be extremely supportive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAMA 
Subject Leader: Miss A Sunners 
 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 
During the Autumn Term students explore the Elizabethan theatre, Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ and ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’.  They will gain an awareness of how social history impacts on 
changes in theatre, exploring the importance of the social, cultural and historical context of the plays 
to be studied and the styles of theatre developing in the period. Students develop an 
understanding of how tension is created and how this is physicalised on stage. A stage combat 
workshop is delivered to instruct students in basic stage combat movement, health and safety and 
choreographing a fight sequence. Students use their skills to explore scenes from selected plays. 

 
During the Spring Term students will study the Victorian melodrama, Sweeney Todd. Students explore 
melodrama as a form and style of theatre, through exploration of movement, voice, stock characters and 
plot. 

 
During the Summer Term, students move on to investigating Victorian thrillers and the use of scripts. 
Students explore how dramatic tension is created through language, movement and sound. They 
develop improvisation and script interpretation skills to explore the stories. 

 
How will students be assessed? 
 
Each topic is practically assessed at the end of each topic and evaluated orally by staff and students.  
Attainment Steps are given and written work is marked out of ten. Students record their marks on a grid 
and target areas for improvement. 

 
What homework will students receive? 
 
Students are given homework linked to the topic:  learning lines, researching area, role exploration and 
rehearsal of choreography.  They will conduct independent research on Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. 

 
How parents can support students? 
 
Parents can support with learning lines, offering ideas and encouraging students with further research 
and read over their findings. Parents are always welcome to attend school productions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FRENCH 
Curriculum Leader: Miss C Gilmour 

 
What will students study during Year 9? 
 

Students in Set 1 will access around 20 hours of French tuition in year 9.  They will use the Expo text 
GCSE book and cover the areas of self, family and interests.  This will prepare students who wish to, to 
continue into year 10 GCSE, having already covered elements of the course.   Patterns and rules learnt 
in Spanish lessons will allow these able linguists to progress more quickly in their second MFL and their 
exposure to a variety of language websites should facilitate independent learning regarding basics at 
word level; numbers, dates, colours, and other useful categories of vocabulary.  

 

How will students be assessed? 
 
In class, students are given a range of tasks involving listening, speaking, reading and writing; speaking, 

reading and listening exercises will usually be marked in class with instant feedback.  Written pieces will 

be marked by the teacher; comments highlighting strengths and suggested targets for improvement will 

be provided together with comments focusing on a specific skill; for example, verb use.  In ROAR time, 

students will be expected to correct and improve their work. Termly assessments in writing and speaking 

will mirror GCSE formats to familiarise students with the demands of examinations from an early age, 

albeit with content appropriate to their level. 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Students are given a range of tasks involving revision for regular tests, preparation of speaking tests, 
creative writing and online exercises.   

 

How parents can support students? 
 
Please take the time to look at your son’s/daughter’s exercise book.  (there is no e-book available for this 

course but students  will use a text book in class and will be given full notes for their exercise books to 

facilitate homework).  Please check planners for homework details and regularly test students’ knowledge 

on vocabulary and grammar points.  Listening to students practise for an oral examination will help with 

confidence and fluency.  Please check corrections have been done in their exercise books.   Parents could 

encourage students to use recommended websites (access to the internet is available in the Language 

Laboratory or the Student Support Centre), or draw their attention to the target language; for example, 

through food packaging, TV and radio stations and foreign films. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GEOGRAPHY 
Subject Leader: Mr D McGuinness 

 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 
Year 9 begins with a local fieldtrip to Snowdonia in North Wales to document the evidence of the last 
glaciation.  Students go on to study about the global distribution of the world’s ice and identify the 
landforms and features of the action of ice on the landscape.   At the end of the Autumn Term, students 
learn all about the contemporary conflicts which have had an impact of the policies and development of 
many countries around the world.  This topic focuses on the Middle Eastern conflicts and develops 
students’ geopolitical awareness.  The focus of the Spring Term is to look at an in-depth study into 
volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis and students go on to study about a range of Impossible Places.   To 
end the year, students start to learn about the action of rivers on the landscape and start to understand 
the impact of river flooding. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 

Students receive continuous feedback on their progress throughout the year. Teachers offer verbal 
feedback during lessons and regular written feedback in exercise books. The feedback is designed to 
enable students to identify their strengths and areas for improvement. Students are encouraged to 
respond to written teacher feedback to show they understand how they can progress. End of unit 
assessments are formally assessed against targets in line with the current Key Stage Three Geography 
Attainment Steps. 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Geography homework is set regularly and each class receives one piece of homework per fortnight. 
Homework is set through a variety of activities which are not always written but may involve research, 
reflection on newly acquired learning or participating in online activities through the department’s Twitter 
account. 

 

How parents can support students? 
 
Geography is a subject that touches many aspects of daily life. You can support students’ education 
through discussion of geographical topics that appear in the media such as wildfires and natural disasters. 
Using the department’s Twitter account is an alternative way to observe and engage with geographical 
learning.  Having a traditional hard copy of a World Atlas is a great way to support your child’s learning of 
places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HISTORY 
Curriculum Leader: Mr P Parkinson 

 

What will students study during Year9? 
 
The following units will be studied during Year 9: 

 
1. World War One – causes of war, recruitment & life in the trenches, General Haig & the Battle of the 

Somme, life at home & the end of the war. 
 

2. World War Two – causes of war, key events & battles & life on the Home Front. 
 

3. The Holocaust – Anti-Semitism through History, Nazi persecution of the Jews, other examples of 

genocide; for example, Rwanda. 

 
In addition to developing their knowledge and understanding of these themes, students will develop 
skills crucial to the historian. Students will learn to identify, select and use a range of historical sources, 
including textual, visual and oral sources and to evaluate them in order to reach reasoned conclusions. 

 
Students will learn to identify and investigate specific historical questions or issues, making and testing 
hypotheses. Students should be able to present and organise accounts and explanations about the past 
that are coherent, structured and substantiated, using chronological conventions and historical 
vocabulary. 

 
How will students be assessed? 

 
Students’ work will be marked regularly, with comments which will highlight achievements and, where 
appropriate, suggestions for improvement. Work will also be subjected to self and peer-assessment on 
occasion. For each unit there will be an assessment task which will combine students’ growing 
knowledge and understanding with core skills. 

 
What homework will students receive? 

 
Homework will be set according when deemed appropriate by the class teacher and will take various 
forms, including research to help students further develop their understanding of the topics studied.   
It is suggested that a homework task should be achievable in approximately 30 minutes. If work is set 
which is expected to take longer, the deadline for submission will be extended. Part of World War One 
study is a project, titled Adopt a Hero, which is largely based on independent research. 

 
How parents can support students? 

 
Parents can support student learning by discussing their work with them or identifying television 
programmes or films which may be useful. There are many websites which can help with learning or 
revision. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

MUSIC 
Subject Leader: Mr M Horner 

 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 
Students will explore development of film music as a genre, analyse film music looking at features such 
as leitmotifs and ‘Mickey Mousing’.  Students will compose a piece of music for a medical drama,   
‘Shadowscan’, using Sibelius and Cubase software/acoustic instruments. ‘Song for Christmas’ will involve 
songwriting, creating a chorus and verse, listening and analysing songs, creating a chord structure and 
performing as an ensemble. Students will also explore the Reggae culture, tradition and music from 
Jamaica, looking at artists such as Bob Marley, and the influence on Reggae across other musical genres. 
Finally, students will explore Samba culture and traditions of Samba music in South America focusing on 
syncopated, cross and poly rhythms. The year will culminate in a large ensemble composition and 
performance. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Students will be assessed on performance, composition and listening in each topic area. 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Students can expect to receive one homework task per half term. This may be a research task or practice 
for a performance assessment. 

 

How parents can support students? 
 
To support learning in Music please encourage students to attend one of our many extra-curricular 
activities and offer encouragement to learn to play a musical instrument. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs F Melia 

 

What will students study in Year 9? 
 
During Year 9 students will be encourage to develop their physical literacy and skill level even further 
throughout the different activities covered. There will be a particular focus towards developing tactical 
awareness throughout different activities and students will be encouraged to apply these effectively 
throughout competition.  
 

Activities covered during lessons include;  
 Badminton 

 Netball 
 Football 
 Rugby 
 Handball 

 Volleyball 
 Basketball 

 Hockey 

 Gymnastics 
 Athletics 
 Tennis 
 Striking and fielding activities such as 

Rounders, Cricket and Softball. 

 
During Year 9 all of our students also participate in a Young Leaders unit where they work together with a 

small group of students to plan and deliver a “mini lesson” in their chosen activity. As part of the 

assessment process they deliver their planned activity to a group of Year 7 students. Students are then 

selected to become part of our leadership academy whereby they complete a Young Leaders Award.  

Also, towards the end of the year, those students who are thinking of opting to choose GCSE PE will start 

to complete some of their coursework in preparation for the following year.  

How will students be assessed? 

Teaching staff will give students verbal feedback throughout the lesson which helps students’ to refine 

techniques and apply them tactically within the activity in which they are participating. End of unit 

assessments are formally assessed and students will be given an Attainment Step for each of the 

following areas; practical performance, knowledge and understanding of health and fitness, leadership 

qualities and creativity. An average grade of each area is recorded each term and at the end of the year 

their best average for each area is put forward. This assessment is shared with students and they are 

encouraged to set their own targets to improve their performance in PE further. All this information is 

recorded in their own assessment booklet. This will allow them to see their progress throughout the year 

and key stage.  

What homework will students receive? 

No homework is set in Physical Education lessons at Key Stage Three.  

How parents can support students? 
 

Parents can support students by ensuring they are correctly equipped for their Physical Education lesson. 

Encouraging students to participate fully in Physical Education and extra-curricular activity is important if 

they are to remain lifelong participants in Physical Education. Pupils of all ages and abilities have the 

opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding due to our current curriculum and 

extensive extra-curricular programme. The activities offered rotate each half-term. This not only allows us 

to offer a greater variety of activities but it also give students time to progress in the different activities.  



 
PSHE AND CITIZENSHIP 
Subject Leader: Mrs K Kearsley 

 

What will students study during Year 9? 
 

Students will look at laws and how the courts system is managed in the United Kingdom, 
focusing in particular on the youth justice system. They go on to discuss political parties and the 
importance of voting, including looking at how we can all support our community and ways of getting 
involved to support one another. Students explore equality and diversity and look at how society has 
changed and the immigration laws that surround living and working in the United Kingdom. 

 
In the Summer Term students will focus on relationships and how they can break down. They will 
explore the effects that this can have on their lives and discuss ways to deal with the emotions that 
appear as a result of relationships, both positive and negative. Students will also revisit and develop their 
understanding of mental health, with a particular focus on issues such as anxiety and depression. Online 
safety and the potential dangers of the internet are also given further consideration during Year 9. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Work is assessed by the Form Tutor and the Head of PSHEE/Citizenship through the completion of 
Learning and Reflection Logs. 

 
Students have frequent opportunity for group work and discussion, developing skills of self-assessing 
their work and peer assessing the work of others in the class. 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Students are not given homework as part of the PSHEE/Citizenship curriculum, although they may 
sometimes be asked to complete research to further their understanding. On occasion when they may 
be asked to complete homework for elements of a lesson they may have missed due to absence. 

 

How parents can support students? 
 
Much of PSHEE/Citizenship is about life skills and general knowledge of the world around us.  Parents 
can support students by encouraging them to watch the news and discuss current affairs. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs A Wake 

 

What will students study in Year 9? 
 

In Year 9, students begin their studies towards a GCSE in Religious Studies.  This involves an exploration 
of moral and religious themes such as Religion, Peace and Conflict; Religion, Crime and Punishment; 
Relationships and Families and Religion and life.  They go on in Year 10 to complete the course with a 
study of the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Teachers give verbal and written feedback which enables students to identify what they have done 
well and how they can improve.  This includes advice on improving literacy.  Students are expected to 
act on this advice.  Effort is recognised as well as attainment.  There are regular opportunities in 
classwork and homework for students to be assessed against examination board criteria and periodic 
formal assessments give us an indication of the GCSE grade at which students are currently performing. 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework is set after most lessons. This will not always be written, and may involve research, creative 
tasks, or reflection on what they are learning.  Homework is usually due in by the following lesson.  
Students are encouraged to ask for help with homework if they find it difficult. 

 

How parents can support students? 
 
Parents  can  support  students’  learning  in  Religious Studies  by  giving  them  opportunities  to 
discuss what they are learning and encouraging them to take an interest in current affairs.  It is always 
helpful for students to be encouraged to revise thoroughly before assessments and to revisit their 
work between lessons to consolidate their learning. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SPANISH 
Curriculum Leader: Miss C Gilmour 

 

What will students study during Year 9? 

Students will follow the VIVA course.  The themes covered are holidays, free time, food, going out and 

celebrations.  Students consolidate basic grammar and tenses and the emphasis is on improving accuracy 

and confidence, using two or three tenses in familiar contexts.  Students in set 1 will now dedicate one 

lesson per fortnight to French.  (See details below)   Set 2 students will continue with just Spanish and set 

3 will follow a course based on the FCSE course which has reduced content but still demands a good 

level of accuracy and verb use.   

How will students be assessed? 

Students are given a range of tasks involving listening, speaking, reading and writing exercises; speaking 

reading and listening exercises will usually be marked in class with instant feedback.  Written pieces will 

be marked by the teacher; comments highlighting strengths and suggested targets for improvement will 

be provided together with comments focusing on a specific skill; for example, verb use.  In ROAR time, 

students will be expected to correct and improve their work.   Assessments for sets 1 and 2 in writing and 

speaking will mirror GCSE formats to familiarise students with the demands of examinations from an early 

age, albeit with content appropriate to their level.  Assessments in FCSE are short but regular. 

 

What homework will students receive? 

Homework is usually given once per fortnight with approximately one week allowed for completion.  

From time to time two homework assignments of 15 minutes each will be given per fortnight. 

 
Students are given a range of tasks involving revision of a grammar point or vocabulary to be tested in 

class without reference materials; research on an aspect of life in Spain; a piece of writing; worksheets or 

exercises to complete; online exercises; a creative piece such as a leaflet or poster and preparing for a 

speaking test in the language laboratory.  Student homework instruction sheets may be found at 

S:\Modern Languages\Spanish\3\HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS.  Students can access school files 

remotely via the school website. 

 

How parents can support students? 
 

Students have access to an e-book version of the course and complementary online exercises of the 

course book.  This allows them to review lesson content at home (including accessing audio material) and 

is a valuable reference tool for homework.  Please take the time to look at the course book with your 

son/daughter.   Please check planners for homework details and regularly test students’ knowledge on 

vocabulary and grammar points.  Listening to students practise for an oral examination will help with 

confidence and fluency.  Please check corrections have been done in their exercise books. Please note 

that Windows Edge users may experience problems with the book and the publishers recommend 

Chrome, Firefox or Internet Explorer 9, 10 or 11.  Please note that the FCSE coursebook does not include 

online support.  

 

Parents could encourage students to use recommended websites (access to the internet is available in the 

Language Laboratory or the Student Support Centre), or draw their attention to the target language; for 

example, through food packaging, TV and radio stations and foreign films. 



 
 
 

 


