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OUR YEAR 8 CURRICULUM 
 
During Year 8, we aim to extend students learning within the same broad and balanced curriculum model 
as in Year 7. This incorporates the best teaching, subject content and skills development available to our 
students at a time when need to cultivate a thirst for knowledge, enquiring minds and sound routines to 
support independent learning. 

 
Our two-week/49 period timetable is constructed as follows and provides opportunities for core curriculum 
and EBACC development, as well as the opportunity to begin some elements of specialisation in practical 
subjects.  Students will retain a carousel of subjects within Art, Cooking & Nutrition and Design & 
Technology, receiving a termly unit in each subject.  
 

E
N

G
L
IS

H
 

M
A

T
H

E
M

A
T

IC
S

 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 

M
O

D
E

R
N

 F
O

R
E

IG
N

 
L
A

N
G

A
U

G
E

S
 

H
IS

T
O

R
Y

 

G
E

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y
 

R
A

V
E

 

C
O

M
P

U
T

IN
G

 

D
R

A
M

A
 

M
U

S
IC

 

A
D

T
 C

A
R

O
U

S
E

L
 

P
E

 

P
S

H
E

E
 /

 C
IT

 

T
O

T
A

L
 

7 7 6 4 4 4 2 3 2 2 3 4 1 49 

 
 
 



ENGLISH 
Key Stage English Co-ordinator: Mrs E Hughes 
 
What will students study during Year 8? 
 
Throughout the year the students will be working on improving their knowledge and understanding of 

English Language and a variety of styles of writing. Each of the topics studied has been designed to 

develop skills in all three English strands of reading, writing and speaking and listening. We also have a 

particular focus on spelling and grammar at KS3 in order to prepare students for the demands of the new 

KS4 curriculum and to build on the skills previously developed. The topics use a combination of classical 

and modern literature texts to develop awareness of the English Literary Canon and develop the skills 

required to be successful later in the key stage and beyond. 

Units of study this year include: ‘Characters in the Canon’; ghost stories; the language of news; a reading 

unit; Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and poetry analysis and writing. 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Work is assessed according to specific skills.  Students will be aware of which skill or skills are being 

targeted for each assessed piece. 

Reading Ski l ls 

 Decoding and Retrieving 
 Inferring and Deducing 
 Understanding the writer’s craft 

 Engaging with the context 
 

Writing Ski l ls 

 Punctuation and sentencing 

 Spelling 
 Structure and paragraphing 
 Adapting text to genre 
 

Speaking and Listening Ski l ls 

 Speaking appropriately according to context  
 Listening and responding effectively 

 
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework will be set weekly; these tasks will be a mixture of reading, SP&G tasks (using CGP grammar 

books and ZigZag resources) and the unit specific tasks as outlined in students’ books.  Often, homework 

will consist of independent tasks students complete in order to prepare for the next lesson. 

How can parents support students? 
 
One of the most effective ways of improving standards in English is reading. As we see students seven 

times per fortnight and have to focus primarily on the skills of textual analysis and writing, independent 

reading is something with which we and students need your help. Please encourage your child to read, 

join the library if not already a member and ask them to talk to you about what they are reading. We are 

not expecting all students to rush out and read great English literary classics, but reading on any subject 

they find interesting will help.  

If you need help in choosing books, ask your child’s English teacher or have a look at the links on the 

website.  What we need students to do is to see language in use regularly, that way they learn about 

extending their ideas, sentence structure and ways of structuring whole texts. 

 



MATHEMATICS 
Key Stage Mathematics Co-ordinator: Mr A Symes 

 
What will students study during Year 8? 
 

Studying Mathematics in Year 8 provides the foundation for GCSE Mathematics throughout Key Stage 4. 
The Mathematics Department strives to make learning an enjoyable and rewarding experience that allows 
all students to progress from Key Stage 2, as well as developing their confidence in a range of 
mathematical skills which can be applied both inside and outside of the classroom. 
 
 Number - development of number skills and understanding of measurement as well as investigating 

well known mathematical problems and considering different number systems. 
 
 Ratio and Proportion – ratio, linking to the real world, idea of proportionality and linking proportionality 

using graphs 
 

 Algebra - equations, formulae and functional relationships, sequences and the broader application of 
algebra in the wider world. 

 
 Geometry - shapes, measures and transformation including investigation into well-known mathematical 

facts and proving angle facts. 
 

 Statistics - interpreting data and calculating probability as well as conducting surveys and constructing 
hypothesis. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
 

Student’s progress is assessed regularly, using teacher assessment and the setting of homework tasks. 

Homework is set on a weekly basis. Students are assessed using formal assessments in October and 

March on the content covered according to the scheme of work. During each Year 8 examination week 

students complete a Progress test, allowing progress since the beginning of the year to be quantified. 

There is then an end of year assessment in May on all content covered throughout the school year. Each 

assessment point is used to inform set changes. Student progress is tracked, allowing the identification of 

students requiring support or extension, and any set changes will take place within two weeks of an 

assessment period.  

What homework will students receive? 
 

Students in Year 8 are expected to complete one piece of homework per week which should take 

approximately 30 minutes per task. This may take the form of a written task or homework questions from 

the MyMaths or Mathswatch websites or revision for an assessment. Homework is used to consolidate 

and develop the student’s understanding of a topic and feedback is given for students to act upon. 

How can parents support students? 
 

Parents can support students by practising mental skills regularly and highlighting to students the use of 

Mathematics in the real world. The MyMaths and Mathswatch websites are available to all students and 

parents, allowing opportunities for extra practice. Students should be encouraged to look over work from 

previous topics to keep them fresh in their mind and to practice on a regular basis. 

 

 



SCIENCE 
Key Stage Science Co-ordinator: Miss J Atherton 

 

What will students study during Year 8? 

 
Year 8 students follow the National curriculum framework for science which sets Science in many relevant 

and contemporary contexts. The course is designed to allow them to actively build ideas through 

experience and reflection. Students investigate six units during the year: 

 Nutrition – food nutrition; respiration and the digestive system  

 Photosynthesis – photosynthesis and feeding relationships   

 Earth – structure of the Earth; the rock cycle; weathering and natural disasters (including Volcanoes 

and Flooding); atmosphere and global warming 

 Atoms and Elements -  simple chemical reactions, the periodic table; elements and compounds  

 Energy -  energy systems and modes of transfer 

 Waves – types of wave; sound; light and colour 

 

Throughout the course, students are developing a variety of personal, learning and thinking skills: 

 Independent enquirers 

 Team workers 

 Effective participators 

 Self-managers 

 Creative thinkers 

 

How will students be assessed? 

 

Student’s progress is assessed regularly, using teacher assessment and the setting of homework tasks. 

Throughout the year students will complete six topic examinations and an end of year examination during 

the last term. These examinations are used to place the students in their sets for Year 9. Alongside these 

examinations, a half termly Assessment for Learning task is completed. Teachers provide feedback to 

students together with a feed forward task to help them improve their work and move to the next 

attainment step.  

What homework will students receive? 
 

Homework in Science is varied and usually set once per fortnight.  It may take the form of research, a 

written task or more creative projects. 

 

How can parents support students? 

 
Parents can encourage student’s study of science by discussing their work, making them aware of current 

news topics and television programmes which may be of interest. They could point students towards the 

BBC Bitesize website (www.bbcbitesize.co.uk) and we allow students to purchase a KS3 guide which lasts 

them up to the start of the GCSE. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/


ART 
Subject Leader: Mr R Collins 

What will students study during Year 8? 

Through Year 8, students will build on the skills developed through Year 7. The project of ‘The Everyday’ 
allows them to explore the world around them, rom everyday objects to busy and bustling street scenes. 
They will research and respond to the working practices of contemporary artist Albert Irvin, using drawing 
inks and decorators brushes to develop real impact in their work. Students will counter this abstract 
approach with an emphasis on fine and detailed drawings and mono-prints, which ensure they develop 
their understanding of shape and proportion. The project culminates in a large A1 size mixed media 
painting, which merges together both abstract and realistic elements in an exciting visual outcome.   
 
Art students develop their passion for the subject through in depth artist research, observation, 
experimentation and creativity. Students are given the opportunity to attend Key Stage 3 Art Club, 
exploring a wide range of artistic styles and techniques.  

 
How will students be assessed? 
 
Year 8 students are assessed in accordance with the whole school ‘Attainment Steps’ policy, with every 
piece of work being awarded a clear Attainment Step. Student friendly criteria have been devised 
allowing students to take responsibility for their own learning, and self and peer assess with confidence. 
Teachers offer verbal feedback during lessons and provide regular written feedback on work, thus 
enabling students to identify their strengths and areas for improvement.  
 

What homework will students recei ve? 
 
Art homework is set regularly and supplements classroom learning. Every Year 8 class receives broadly 
one piece of homework per fortnight. Homework is set through a variety of activities which are not always 
drawing based but can include artist research, creating information booklets, postcards and collecting 
images.  

 

How can parents support students? 
 
By using the departmental blog www.formbyhighart@wordpress.com  parents can view galleries of 
artwork, resources and comment on the type of work students are completing.  Encouraging your child to 
use his/her planner and monitoring homework will support their Art education.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.formbyhighart@wordpress.com/


COOKING & NUTRITION 
Subject Leader: Mrs G Dixon 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 
All students will have the opportunity to experience 12 weeks Cooking and Nutrition.    Students will 
learn how to cook a range of dishes safely and hygienically and to apply their knowledge of nutrition. In 
addition, they will consider the factors that affect food choice, food availability and food waste. They will 
deepen their knowledge and understanding of food and nutrition and will further develop food 
preparation and cooking techniques. 

 

How will students be assessed? 

Practical work is self, peer and teacher assessed. Verbal feedback is regularly provided which enables 
students to identify what they have done well and how they can improve. Students complete a theory 
booklet which is assessed regularly along with homework.  

What homework will students receive? 

Students are set homework relevant to each practical and topic.  It may involve evaluating products made 
or preparing materials for practical lessons. 

How parents can support students? 

Cooking and Nutrition is a life skill. Parents can promote the benefits of healthy eating and nutrition by 
encouraging cooking, baking and meal planning using healthy ingredients and by raising awareness of 
food labels on packaging.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 



COMPUTING 
Subject Leader: Mr R Allan 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 
Unit 1 –  Interactive ICT Quiz  
Students are introduced to many of the theory aspects of ICT, including the input, output, storage and 
processing devices that make up a computer system. They gain an understanding of networking and the 
Internet and how information is passed between computers. Students learn to develop questions based 
upon their understanding of the subject before planning and developing an interactive presentation 
designed to test ICT knowledge. 
 
Unit 2: Computer Crime and Cyber Security  
Students will investigate the various forms for computer crime and identify ways in which they can remain 
safe from issues such as hacking, p. They will become familiar with the computer misuse act and the laws 
associated with computers and the Internet.  
 
Unit 3 –  Computer Game Development 
Students use “Scratch” to develop programming skills, including the use of variables and basic 
procedures to control on screen sprites. Students use image editing software such as Photoshop and 
Fireworks to develop advertisements for their games. They will learn about copyright and how it affects 
them and create a spreadsheet to investigate the finances associated with marketing and selling their 
game. 
 
Unit 4 –  Spreadsheet Design 
Students will become aware of the way spreadsheets can be used for manipulating data. They will use 
Macros and Conditional formatting techniques to organise and modify their data as well as learning about 
the various formulas and functions that are available to make data handling easier 
 
Unit 5 –  Developing Procedures in Flowol 
Students will further their knowledge of programming techniques by considering the flow of data through 
a system. They will design routines and subroutines designed to allow inputs for a system which will affect 
the outputs. 
 
Unit 6 –  Digital Graphics 
Students will identify the differences between Vector and Bitmap images and will be able to identify the 
situations where each type is best suited for use. They will create, modify and refine images depending 
upon its purpose and identify the correct file type for use depending upon the required output. 
 
Unit 7 –  Database Design 
Students will design and develop a database which uses queries, forms, reports, and a mail merge to 
create a professional system for storing and retrieving information about a range of holidays. Using 
various techniques in Macromedia Flash students will create an animated logo to represent their holiday 
company and develop a brochure using desktop publishing software that can be mail merged with the 
information in their database 
 
Unit 8 –  Computer Networking 
Networking covers the use of mired and wireless networks and allows students to gain a better 
understanding of the way data is transferred between computers. They will look at various topologies and 
identify the benefits of client server versus peer to peer systems.  
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Progress is assessed frequently during lessons through verbal and written feedback. Students are formally 
assessed and awarded a National Curriculum Level every half term. This is done through an extended 
assessment task that is designed to gauge understanding of the subject matter covered so far. 

 



What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework is set frequently, usually on a fortnightly basis, and often takes the form of design, planning or 
research that is beneficial to the tasks that will be completed in the following lesson. 
 

How parents can support students? 
 
ICT is a constantly developing subject area and new technologies are always being created.  Students 
should be made aware of the benefits of new technology as well as discussing the advantages and 
limitations of the developments. A PC with an Internet connection at home will allow students to access a 
wealth of information from sites such as:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ 
http://www.teach-ict.com/ 
http://www.reviseict.co.uk/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
http://www.teach-ict.com/
http://www.reviseict.co.uk/


DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
Subject Leader: Miss D Wareing 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 
Students will spend 1 term designing and making their own small storage box for a specific user. The 
materials used are timbers and polymers and student will be able to adapt the construction of the lid to 
suit their design. This project combines the traditional skills of working with hand tools, whilst utilizing the 
Year 7 experiences in CAD CAM, It also allows for challenge, experimentation and independence. 

 
How will students be assessed? 
 
Practical work is self, peer and teacher assessed in accordance with the Attainment Step descriptors.  
Weekly verbal and written feedback enables students to identify what they have done and what they 
need to do to progress.  

 
What homework will students receive? 
 
Students are set homework from the DT homework menu, they are to select and produce a homework of 

their choice. The homework tasks are differentiated and linked into the school rewards system 

How parents can support students? 

Design Technology touches all areas of life. Every product has been designed and it is always useful to 

discuss the functions and aesthetics of existing products. Conversations regarding designers, artists and 

architects can also be extremely supportive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAMA 
Subject Leader: Miss A Sunners 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 
In the Autumn Term Year 8 students will study World War I – soundscapes, poetry, improvisations, 
independent research and character exploration on the experience of soldiers.  They will produce a ‘Ross 
Kemp’ style documentary. Students explore the experiences of soldiers in the trenches and their families 
at home through character work and skills development. They will also explore how sound and music are 
used to create mood and atmosphere through soundscaping and using digital / electronic sound. 
Movement skills are developed too. 
 
In the Spring term students look at the medieval theatre and exploration of theatre history, together with 
Bible stories, research and dramatic improvisation. Students gain an awareness of how history impacts 
upon and changes theatre styles and development. Students also look at moral dilemmas and bullying, 
exploring definitions of dilemmas and the consequences of our actions and choices.  
 
During the Summer Term, Year 9 students look at props and characterisation, the use of stage and the 
awareness of theatre styles. Students gain an awareness of how to develop characters, a sense of belief in 
a role and the skills required to physicalise their character using specific personal properties. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Each topic is practically assessed at the end and evaluated orally by staff and students.  National 
Curriculum Levels are given and written work is marked out of 10.  Students record their marks on a grid 
and identify target areas for improvement. 
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Students are given homework linked to the topic:  research on key events in WW1, bible stories, soldier’s 
experiences, mind mapping characters and moral dilemmas, evaluation sheets, improvisation reviews and 
preparing roles for performance. 
 

How parents can support students? 
 
Parents can support by encouraging their child to read the research and discuss it with him/her, especially 
the WW1 and Bible stories.  Encouraging students to discuss their experiences regarding moral dilemmas 
and anecdotal stories is often helpful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GEOGRAPHY 
Subject Leader: Mr D McGuinness 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 
Year 8 Geography begins in the Autumn Term with a human unit on the 2012 Olympics. This unit 
primarily studies sustainability and involves an end of unit assessment. Students go on to study physical 
Geography through the ‘Sustainable Sands’ unit where they look at Formby sands from a number of 
viewpoints.  In the Spring Term students travel on a virtual tour of India where they study environment, 
culture, religions and living conditions of India’s population. Also during the Spring Term students study a 
new exciting unit called ‘Risky World’. This unit covers a variety of risk topics such as crime, health and 
natural disasters. Towards the end of the Summer Term students deepen their understanding of 
population characteristics through the unit ‘Who Wants to Live Forever’.  
 
Geography students develop their passion for Geography through developing a variety of skills such as 
enquiry, creativity, numeracy and extended writing. Linked to the Sustainable Sands unit, students take 
part in coastal fieldwork where they investigate the coastal management along Formby’s coastline. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Year 8 students receive continuous feedback on their progress throughout the year. Teachers offer verbal 
feedback during lessons and regular written feedback in exercise books. The feedback is designed to 
enable students to identify their strengths and areas for improvement. Students are encouraged to 
respond to written teacher feedback to show they understand how they can progress. End of unit 
assessments are formally assessed in line with the current Key Stage 3 Geography attainment levels. 
 
Support for students and parents on assessment in Geography can be found on the student pages 
section of the departmental blog (www.fhsgeography.blogspot.com). 
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Geography homework is set regularly and each class receives one piece of homework per fortnight. 
Homework is set through a variety of activities which are not always written but may involve research, 
reflection on newly acquired learning or participating in online activities through the department’s blog. 
 

How parents can support students? 
 
Geography is a subject that touches many aspects of daily life. Parents can support their child’s education 
through discussion of geographical topics that appear in the media such as, wildfires and natural 
disasters. Using the department’s website www.fhsgeography.blogspot.com is an alternative way to 
observe and comment on the type of activities students may be taking part in. Also encouraging students 
to use their planner and monitoring homework will support their geographical experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fhsgeography.blogspot.com/
http://www.fhsgeography.blogspot.com/


HISTORY 
Curriculum Leader: Mr P Parkinson 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 
History is studied through a combination of overview, thematic and depth studies.  In Year 8, particularly, 
students learn about three main themes - Power to the People, The Age of Empires and From Slavery to 
Freedom. 
 
In addition to developing their knowledge and understanding of these themes, students will develop 
skills crucial to the historian. Students will identify, select and use a range of historical sources, including 
textual, visual and oral sources, and evaluate them in order to reach reasoned conclusions. They will 
identify and investigate specific historical questions or issues, making and testing hypotheses. Students 
should present and organise accounts and explanations about the past that are coherent, structured and 
substantiated, using chronological conventions and historical vocabulary. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Work will be marked regularly, with comments which highlight achievements and, where appropriate, 
suggestions for improvement. Work will also be subjected to self and peer-assessment.  Students will be 
given time to reflect on their work and, if necessary, re-visit it. 
 
There will be regular assessment tasks which will combine students’ growing knowledge and 
understanding with core skills. 
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework will be set according to the published timetable and will take various forms, including research 
to help students further develop their understanding of the topics studied.  It is suggested that a 
homework task should be achievable in approximately 30 minutes.  If work is set that is expected to take 
longer, the deadline for submission will be extended. 
 

How can parents support students? 
 
Parents can support learning by discussing students’ work with them or identifying television programmes 
or films which may be useful. There are many websites which can help with learning or revision.   
 
The school has a subscription to www.activehistory.co.uk (username: formby, password: canary) which is 
very helpful. 
 
Parents can also contact their child’s History teacher at the school. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.activehistory.co.uk/


MUSIC 
Subject Leader: Mr M Horner 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 
In Year 8, students have a broad and diverse curriculum, introducing new musical styles, a breadth of 
listening, opportunities to create music from across the globe and understanding music in context. 
 
In Year 8 students will study the following: 
 
 Timelapse – Exploring Ground Bass and Ostinato through performance, composing and listening 

projects. Students will study Pachelbel’s Canon and Michael Nyman’s.  
 They will remix classical music, compare and contrast music and compose a ground bass piece. 
 
 Jambo Afrika – Investigating the culture and traditions of African music. Focus on African rhythms, 

gumboot dancing and vocal works.  
 
 Reel Time – Developing understanding of folk music and its traditions across the world. Investigating 

folk instruments, compound time and musical fusion. 
 
 Blues and Jazz  – Exploring features of Blues music and its traditions. Focusing on improvisation, 12-

bar blues and the blues scale.  
 
 Musical Theatre – Developing lyric writing, music written for Theatre and research musical theatre 

composers. 
 
 Sonic Factory – Exploring looping, sampling and song structure through the study of Music 

Technology. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Students will be assessed through performance, composing and listening. They will receive a final level 
for each topic and given targets on how to progress. 
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Students can expect to receive one EXCEL homework task per half term. This may be a research task or 
practice for a performance assessment. 
 

How parents can support students? 
 
To support learning in Music, please encourage your child to attend one of our many extra-curricular 
activities and offer encouragement to learn to play a musical instrument. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs F Melia 
 

What will students study in Year 8? 
 
During Year 8 students will participate in wide variety of activities that will help to develop their physical 
literacy further. They will be an increased level of challenge this year as they will be encouraged to 
develop advanced skills in the different activities covered. Lessons will challenge students to improve 
upon their previous performances, whilst trying to build students’ confidence and self -esteem so that 
they remain lifelong participants. 
 

Activities covered during lessons include;  
 Football 

 Futsal 
 Rugby 
 Netball 
 Hockey 

 Basketball 

 Gymnastics 

 Fitness 
 Athletics 
 Tennis 
 Striking and Fielding activities such as 

Rounder’s, Cricket and Softball.

 
During Year 9 all of our students also participate in a Young Leaders unit where they work together with a 

small group of students to plan and deliver a “mini lesson” in their chosen activity. As part of the 

assessment process they deliver their planned activity to a group of Year 7 students. Students are then 

selected to become part of our leadership academy whereby they complete a Young Leaders Award.  

Also, towards the end of the year, those students who are thinking of opting to choose GCSE PE will start 

to complete some of their coursework in preparation for the following year.  

How will students be assessed? 
 
Teaching staff will give students verbal feedback throughout the lesson which helps students’ to refine 

techniques and apply them tactically within the activity in which they are participating. End of unit 

assessments are formally assessed and students will be given an a-step for each of the following areas; 

practical performance, knowledge and understanding of health and fitness, leadership qualities and 

creativity. An average grade of each area is recorded each term and at the end of the year their best 

average for each area is put forward. This assessment is shared with students and they are encouraged to 

set their own targets to improve their performance in PE further. All this information is recorded in their 

own assessment booklet. This will allow them to see their progress throughout the year and key stage.  

How parents can support students? 
 
Parents can support students by ensuring they are correctly equipped for their Physical Education lesson. 

Encouraging students to participate fully in Physical Education and extra-curricular activity is important if 

they are to remain lifelong participants in Physical Education. Pupils of all ages and abilities have the 

opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding due to our current curriculum and 

extensive extra-curricular programme. The activities offered rotate each half-term. This not only allows us 

to offer a greater variety of activities but it also give students time to progress in the different activities.  

 
 
 
 



PSHEE AND CITIZENSHIP 
Subject Leader: Mrs K Kearsley 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 
 

Students will look at a range of topics, including the importance of friendship, healthy eating, the role of 
the local government and elections. They will investigate the formation and the aims of the European 
Union and the Commonwealth of Nations. They will start to discuss some elements of sex and 
relationships education and look at family life. As part of this topic, the students learn about different 
types of relationships and we learn about respecting the differences between people. Students will also 
revisit and develop their understanding of online safety and mental health, both of which they explored in 
Year 7. After Christmas students complete a unit of study on careers to help prepare them for the choices 
that they will be making once they start Year 9.  
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Work is assessed by the form tutor and the Head of PSHEE and Citizenship through the completion of 
Learning and Reflection Logs. 
 
There is a lot of group work and discussion work that takes place and students are also given an 
opportunity to self-assess their work and peer-assess the work of others in the class. 
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Students are not given homework as part of the PSHEE and Citizenship curriculum. They may occasionally 
be asked to carry out further research to develop their understanding of a topic they are studying.  
 

How parents can support students? 
 
Many topics that we discuss in PSHEE and Citizenship can be linked to the news and current affairs. 
Encouraging your child to have an interest in looking at or reading the news would support their studies 
in this area. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs A Wake 
 

What will students study in Year 8? 
 
During Year 8, students spend two terms studying Christianity, including the life and teaching of Jesus 
and core Christian beliefs, as well as how those beliefs are reflected in the lives of Christians today.  We 
then go on to study Islam, including key beliefs and practices and what it means to be a Muslim in the 
modern world. 
 
In our lessons, students are encouraged to develop and share their own views and opinions about what 
we are learning, as well showing respect for the views of others.  They have opportunities to consider 
how their own values are reflected in the lives they live. In RAVE, students develop skills including critical 
thinking, teamwork, independent study and literacy.  They are encouraged to respond creatively to what 
they are learning.   
 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Teachers give verbal and written feedback which enables students to identify what they have done well 
and how they can improve.  This includes advice on improving literacy.  Students are expected to act on 
this advice.  Effort is recognised as well as attainment.  Progress through Attainment Steps is also 
measured through formal assessments, classwork and homework.   
 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework is set on average once per fortnight. This will not always be written, and may involve research, 
creative tasks, or reflection on what they are learning.  Homework is usually due in by the following 
lesson.  Students are encouraged to ask for help with homework if they find it difficult. 
 

How can parents support students? 
 
You can support students in RAVE by giving them opportunities to discuss what they are learning and 
encouraging students to take an interest in current affairs.  At times, students are directed to take their 
books home for parents to review their work and we welcome your comments. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPANISH 
Curriculum Leader: Miss C Gilmour 
 

What will students study during Year 8? 

Students will follow the VIVA course.  The themes covered are holidays, free time, food, going out and 

celebrations.  Students consolidate basic grammar and learn to use the past and future tenses. 

How will students be assessed? 

In class, students are given a range of tasks involving listening, speaking, reading and writing; speaking, 

reading and listening exercises will usually be marked in class with instant feedback.  Written pieces will 

be marked by the teacher; comments highlighting strengths and suggested targets for improvement will 

be provided together with comments focusing on a specific skill e.g. verb use.  In ROAR time, students 

will be expected to correct and improve their work. Termly Assessments in writing and speaking will 

mirror GCSE formats to familiarise students with the demands of examinations from an early age, albeit 

with content appropriate to their level. 

 

What homework will students receive? 

Homework is usually given once per fortnight with approximately one week allowed for completion.  

From time to time two homework assignments of 15 minutes each will be given per fortnight. 

 
Students are given a range of tasks involving revision of a grammar point or vocabulary to be tested in 

class without reference materials; research on an aspect of life in Spain; a piece of writing; worksheets or 

exercises to complete; online exercises; a creative piece such as a leaflet or poster and preparing for a 

speaking test in the language laboratory.  Student homework instruction sheets may be found at 

S:\Modern Languages\Spanish\3: Homework Assignments. Students can access school files remotely via 

the school website. 

How parents can support students? 
 
Students have access to an e-book version of the course and complementary online exercises of the 

course book.  This allows them to review lesson content at home (including accessing audio material) and 

is a valuable reference tool for homework.  Please take the time to look at the course book with your 

son/daughter.   Please check planners for homework details and regularly test students’ knowledge on 

vocabulary and grammar points.  Listening to students practise for an oral examination will help with 

confidence and fluency.  Please check corrections have been done in their exercise books. Please note 

that Windows Edge users may experience problems with the book and the publishers recommend 

Chrome, Firefox or Internet Explorer 9, 10 or 11.  

 
Parents could encourage students to use recommended websites (access to the internet is available in the 

Language Laboratory or the Wellbeing Centre), or draw their attention to the target language; for 

example, through food packaging, TV and radio stations and foreign films. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


