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OUR YEAR 7 CURRICULUM 
 
During Year 7, we aim to provide students with the best possible start to their journey through Formby 
High School, within the context of a broad and balanced curriculum model. This incorporates the best 
teaching, subject content and skills development available to our students at a time when need to cultivate 
a thirst for knowledge, enquiring minds and sound routines to support independent learning. 

 
 

Our two-week/49 period timetable is constructed as follows and provides opportunities for core curriculum 
and EBACC development, as well as the opportunity to begin some elements of specialisation in practical 
subjects.  Students will also have a carousel of subjects within Art, Cooking & Nutrition and Design & 
Technology, receiving a termly unit in each subject.  
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ENGLISH 
Key Stage English Co-ordinator: Mrs E Hughes 
 
What will students study during Year 7? 
 
Throughout the year the students will be working on improving their knowledge and understanding of 

English Language and a variety of styles of writing. The first unit 'Schools' encourages reflection on their 

transition into the secondary phase, introduces poetic terminology and enables students to develop their 

analytical skills.   

Throughout the year students will study autobiography, advertising, a reading scheme including the study 

of a range of short stories and ‘Shakespeare snippets’ to introduce students to a range of Shakespeare’s 

plays. Each of the topics studied has been designed to develop skills in all three English strands of 

reading, writing and speaking and listening. We also have a particular focus on spelling and grammar at 

KS3 in order to prepare students for the demands of the new KS4 curriculum and to build on the skills 

developed at KS2. The topics use a combination of classical and modern literature texts to develop 

awareness of the English Literary Canon and develop the skills required to be successful later in the key 

stage and beyond. 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Work is assessed according to specific skills.  Students will be aware of which skill or skills are being 

targeted for each assessed piece. 

Reading Ski l ls 

 Decoding and Retrieving 
 Inferring and Deducing 
 Understanding the writer’s craft 

 Engaging with the context 
 

Writing Ski l ls 

 Punctuation and sentencing 

 Spelling 
 Structure and paragraphing 
 Adapting text to genre 
 

Speaking and Listening Ski l ls 

 Speaking appropriately according to context  
 Listening and responding effectively 

 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework will be set weekly; these tasks will be a mixture of reading, SP&G tasks (using CGP grammar 

books and ZigZag resources) and the unit specific tasks as outlined in students’ books.  Often, homework 

will consist of independent tasks students complete in order to prepare for the next lesson. 

How can parents support students? 
 
One of the most effective ways of improving standards in English is reading. As we see students seven 

times per fortnight and have to focus primarily on the skills of textual analysis and writing, independent 

reading is something with which we and students need your help. Please encourage your child to read, 

join the library if not already a member and ask them to talk to you about what they are reading. We are 

not expecting all students to rush out and read great English literary classics, but reading on any subject 

they find interesting will help.  

If you need help in choosing books, ask your child’s English teacher or have a look at the links on the 

school website.  What we need students to do is to see language in use regularly, that way they learn 

about extending their ideas, sentence structures and ways of structuring whole texts. 



MATHEMATICS 
Key Stage Mathematics Co-ordinator: Mr A Symes 

 
What will students study during Year 7? 
 

During Year 7, students will extend the Mathematical skills learnt at Key Stage 2. Within the first half term, 

students will undertake a baseline assessment to identify key areas they need to work on. This generates a 

Personalised Learning Checklist for each student and gives them an individualised scheme of study to aid 

them. 

NUMBER 

 Consolidation of mental number skills.  
 Formalisation of written methods of calculation.  

 Use of a scientific calculator for more complex calculations. 
 Application of number skills to real-life mathematical problems. 
 
RATIO AND PROPORTION 
 
 Develop understanding of proportionality.   

 Develop understanding of ratio, including context to real-life problem solving. 
 

ALGEBRA   

 Introduction of the concept of using letters to represent numbers.  
 Use of algebraic notation.  

 Evaluation of expressions.  
 Solving of simple equations.  
 Use of coordinates in all four quadrants.  
 Construction of simple linear graphs. 

 

GEOMETRY  

 Consolidation of calculating area and perimeter and extension to other quadrilaterals and triangles. 
 Development of knowledge of the names and properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes. 
 Investigation of angle facts and application to finding missing angles. 
 Calculation of volume and surface area of cuboids.  

 Consolidation of symmetry and an introduction to geometrical transformations. 
 

STATISTICS  

 Consolidation of average calculations and extension to grouped data. 
 Representation of data in frequency tables and graphically. 

 Calculation of the probability of an event. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
 

Student’s progress is assessed regularly, using teacher assessment and the setting of homework tasks. 

Homework is set on a weekly basis. There will be a baseline assessment during the first half term of Year 7 

to aid with setting and identifying areas of need for individual students. Students are assessed using 

formal assessments in January and June on the content covered according to the scheme of work. During 



the Year 7 examination week students complete a Progress test, allowing progress since Key Stage 2 to 

be quantified. Student progress is tracked, allowing the identification of students requiring support or 

extension, and any set changes will take place within two weeks of an assessment period.  

What homework will students receive? 

Homework is used to consolidate and develop the student’s understanding of a topic. Students will be 

expected to complete one piece of homework per week. This may take the form of a written task or 

homework questions from the MyMaths or Mathswatch websites or revision for an assessment.  

How can parents support students? 
 

Parents can support students by practising mental skills regularly and highlighting to students the use of 

Mathematics in the real world. The MyMaths and Mathswatch websites are available to all students and 

parents, allowing opportunities for extra practice. Students should be encouraged to look over work from 

previous topics to keep them fresh in their mind and to practice on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCIENCE 
Key Stage Science Co-ordinator: Miss J Atherton 

 

What will students study during Year 7? 

 
Year 7 students follow the National Curriculum framework for science which sets Science in many relevant 

contexts. Students will investigate science through the following topics: 

 Accident and emergency - cells; movement of substances and reproduction 

 Forensics - particles; states of matter and separating techniques 

 Electromancer - electricity and magnetism 

 Alien forces and space 

 Extinction - atmosphere and variation 

Within the above topics there is an element of enquiry based learning, which ensures students learn the 

skills of ‘How Science Works’ through engaging with contemporary themes. 

How will students be assessed? 

 

Student’s progress is assessed regularly, using teacher assessment and the setting of homework tasks. 

Throughout the year students will complete four topic examinations and an end of year examination 

during the last term. These examinations are used to place the students in their sets for Year 8. Alongside 

these examinations, a half termly Assessment for Learning task is completed. Teachers provide feedback 

to students together with a feed forward task to help them improve their work and move to the next 

attainment step.  

What homework will students receive? 

 
Homework in Science is varied and is set once per week. It may take the form of research, written or more 

creative projects such as designing a model of a cell. 

How can parents support students? 

 
Parents can encourage student’s study of science by discussing their work, making them aware of current 

news topics and television programmes which may be of interest. They could point students towards the 

BBC Bitesize website (www.bbcbitesize.co.uk) and we allow students to purchase a KS3 guide which lasts 

them up to the start of the GCSE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/


ART 
Subject Leader: Mr R Collins 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 
Students undertake a baseline drawing upon the commencement of their full term’s studies. Following 

this, the main project is based on colour exploration, with the core skills of ‘the colour theory’, pencil 

skills, watercolour painting, collage and large scale group work being the core focal points through this 

year. Within the theme of ‘colour exploration’, students create a range of abstract paint and collage 

based works linking to the distinctive style of Henri Matisse, before focusing on the work of contemporary 

artist, Keith Haring and how he incorporates ‘the figure’ into his work. Working in teams, students will 

produce life-size Haring style figures based on themselves and using paint to refine.  

In all Art lessons, students are encouraged to be independent, creative and imaginative. ‘Mistakes’ are 

encouraged, and a team ethos is vital to effective progress. Teamwork, discussion, self and peer 

assessment form a core basis for all learning art. Students are given the opportunity to attend Key Stage 

3 Art Club, exploring a wide range of artistic styles and techniques. 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Year 7 students will be assessed according to the new school ‘Attainment Steps’ protocol, with ‘Steps’ 

being awarded for each piece of work they complete. Student friendly criteria have been devised for 

every piece of work, allowing students to see how their work is assessed. Students are encouraged to self 

and peer assess their work at this level, using appropriate subject specific terminology.  

Summative assessment will take the form of an overall end of project Attainment Step, with thorough and 

detailed comments provided based on how to improve, making it clear to the student what is expected. 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework in Art is set regularly and forms an integral part of all students’ learning. On average, each 

class receives one homework task per fortnight. Homework may involve research, design, analysis, 

collecting images/artefacts and drawing. Thought provoking creative homework are often set too.  

Art is a subject that is all around us. The visual world is a vibrant and forever changing subject.  

How can parents support students? 
 
Art is a subject that touches many aspects of daily life. You can support students’ education through 

visiting Art galleries and relevant cultural events. It is important that parents and students alike use the 

departmental blog: www.formbyhighart@wordpress.com as an alternative way to observe and comment 

on the type of work being completed in the department. Encouraging students to use their planner and 

monitoring homework will also support their artistic education. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.formbyhighart@wordpress.com/


COOKING & NUTRITION 
Subject Leader: Mrs G Dixon 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 
All students will have the opportunity to experience 12 weeks Cooking and Nutrition.  Students will   
learn where food comes from, how to cook a range of dishes safely and hygienically, and to apply their 
knowledge of ingredients and healthy eating.  They will develop food preparation and cooking 
techniques and use appropriate equipment to prepare and cook a range of dishes. 

 

How will students be assessed? 

Practical work is self, peer and teacher assessed. Verbal feedback is regularly provided which enables 
students to identify what they have done well and how they can improve. Students complete a theory 
booklet which is assessed regularly along with homework.  

What homework will students receive? 

Students are set homework relevant to each practical and topic.  It may involve evaluating products made 
or preparing materials for practical lessons. 

How parents can support students? 

Cooking and Nutrition is a life skill. Parents can promote the benefits of healthy eating and nutrition by 
encouraging cooking, baking and meal planning using healthy ingredients and by raising awareness of 
food labels on packaging.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



COMPUTING 
Subject Leader: Mr R Allan 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 
Unit 1 –  Cyberbullying and E-Safety 

Students are introduced to the school network and email system and are taught the skills necessary to 

develop, organise and communicate their own ICT work. They learn how to stay safe when using the 

Internet and other communication technologies as they gain an understanding of the benefits and risks 

associated with using modern technology.  

Unit 2 –  Computing Theory: Dungeons and Dragons 

Students learn about the way computers use the binary numbering system in comparison to our own base 

10 system. They will gain an understanding of how to convert numbers between the two systems as well 

as understanding how computers can use character sets such as ASCII. They will become familiar with 

data sorting methods and begin to use Logic Gates for manipulating binary data. 

Unit 3 –  Understanding Computers 

Students are taught about the inner workings of the computer. They will look at the hardware that makes 

up a computer system and become familiar with the different types of components including Input, 

Output, Storage and Processing devices. They will learn about the way data is stored on different types of 

hard drives and how computer processors calculate numbers using Binary addition and subtraction. 

Unit 4 –  Bizarre Facts: Information Validity and Bias 

Information gathering techniques are developed to allow students to refine their search results. They 

learn of the way that information can be biased depending upon its source whilst becoming familiar with 

data protection and copyright issues and learning about the laws surrounding the use of computers. 

Unit 5 –  Using Logo 

Students are introduced to Logo and are taught how to create sequences of commands for computer 

systems to follow. They will gain an understanding of terms such as procedure, sequence, variables and 

iteration. 

Unit 6 –  Games Programming in Scratch 

Building on the work done in the Logo unit, students will become familiar with procedural programming 

using the program “Scratch”. They will learn to use functions and procedures to create working programs 

and games. They will become familiar with the use of variables to store inputs and make changes to the 

way the programs function. 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Progress is assessed frequently during lessons through verbal and written feedback. Students are formally 

assessed and progress is measured in ‘Steps’ that are assigned every half term. This is done through an 

extended assessment task that is designed to gauge understanding of the subject matter covered so far. 

What homework will students receive? 
 
Homework is set frequently, usually on a fortnightly basis and it often takes the form of design, planning  

or research that is beneficial to the tasks that will be completed in the following lesson. 



How parents can support students? 
 
A PC with an Internet connection at home will allow students to access a wealth of information from sites 

such as:  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/  

 http://www.teach-ict.com/  

 http://www.reviseict.co.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
http://www.teach-ict.com/
http://www.reviseict.co.uk/


DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
Subject Leader: Miss D Wareing 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 
All students will have the opportunity to experience 1 term of Design Technology. Pupils gain knowledge 

of: gathering research, generating and developing ideas, using design software, product design, 

materials and components and product evaluation. They will have the opportunity to design and make an 

acrylic key fob using 2D design and the laser cutter. 

How will students be assessed? 

All work is self, peer and teacher assessed. Verbal feedback is regularly provided which enables students 

to identify what they have done well and how they can improve. Each subject area has an end of unit 

assessment of the final product made, which is formally assessed and tracked using the Attainment Step 

descriptors. 

What homework will students receive? 

Students are set homework from the DT homework menu, they are to select and produce a homework of 

their choice. The homework tasks are differentiated and linked into the school rewards system 

How parents can support students? 

Design Technology touches all areas of life. Every product has been designed and it is always useful to 

discuss the functions and aesthetics of existing products. Conversations regarding designers, artists and 

architects can also be extremely supportive. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAMA 
Subject Leader: Miss A Sunners 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 
During the Autumn Term students investigate Theatre History Awareness, looking at Greek theatre, 

practical exploration of types of theatre, the story of ‘Medea’ and use of a stage. Character exploration 

and skills, working with hats and developing characters with storytelling are also covered. 

During Spring Term students move on to investigating reporting styles and performance/characters and 

evidence. Script work on ‘Johnny and the Dead’ is explored, including the use of stage directions, 

bringing the page to the stage. 

How will students be assessed? 

Each student has a practical mark scheme and mark grid in their exercise book. Each topic is practically 

assessed by performance, with a specific assessment focus for each one. Teacher and peer evaluation are 

provided throughout the lessons and in final assessments.  Attainment Steps are given and written work is 

marked out of 10. 

What homework will students receive? 

Students are given homework linked to the topic: learning lines, researching areas and use/definition of 

words, creating masks, improvisation review sheets and character profiles. Literacy specific homework is 

given for each topic. 

How parents can support students? 

Parents can support with learning lines, giving ideas for characters and listening to acting preparation 

work, help making masks, encouraging students to be confident and involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GEOGRAPHY 
Subject Leader: Mr D McGuinness 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 
In the Autumn Term students are introduced into the world of Geography through the ‘It All Started With 

a Big Bang’ unit. This topic studies environments and how we perceive the world. Students then go on to 

study Ordinance Survey map reading. In the Spring Term students study the ‘Fantastic Places’ unit, where 

they have the opportunity to choose a unique country or place around the world.  In the Summer Term, 

students study a unit on Africa and lessons go into some detail about the many cultures and economies of 

this diverse continent.  We also introduce the Earth’s ‘Wicked Weather’ and climate systems to Year 7, 

during the Summer Term.  Fieldwork in Geography is extremely important and students are introduced to 

fieldwork techniques when they conduct fieldwork on a local scale as part of their final Settlement unit.  In 

all Geography lessons, students are encouraged to be creative and independent and use a variety of 

learning skills, including critical thinking, teamwork, independent study and literacy.   

How will students be assessed? 

Students receive continuous feedback on their progress throughout the year. Teachers offer verbal 

feedback during lessons and regular written feedback in exercise books. The feedback is designed to 

enable students to identify their strengths and areas for improvement. Students are encouraged to 

respond to written teacher feedback to show they understand how they can progress. End of unit 

assessments are formally assessed against targets in line with the current Key Stage Three Geography 

Attainment Steps. 

What homework will students receive? 

Geography homework is set regularly and each student receives one piece of homework per fortnight. 

Homework is set through a variety of activities which are not always written but may involve research, 

reflection on newly acquired learning or participating in online activities through the department’s Twitter 

account. 

How parents can support students? 

Geography is a subject that touches many aspects of daily life. You can support students’ education 

through discussion of geographical topics that appear in the media such as wildfires and natural disasters. 

Using the department’s Twitter account is an alternative way to observe and engage with geographical 

learning.  Having a traditional hard copy of a World Atlas is a great way to support your child’s learning of 

places.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HISTORY 
Curriculum Leader: Mr P Parkinson 
 

What will students study during Year7? 
 
History is studied through a combination of overview, thematic and depth studies.  In Year 7 particularly, 

students learn about British history chronologically, from the Romans to the English Civil War.   

1. Invaders - Roman, Anglo-Saxon & Viking invasions of Britain. 
 
2. Battle of Hastings & Norman Conquest - Reasons for the battle and why William of Normandy won it. 

Changes brought about by the Normans, for example Feudalism. 
 
3. Life in the Middle Ages - Peasants’ lives & challenges to royal authority, such as the Peasants’ Revolt. 

  

4. Impact of the Christian Church in Britain - The Medieval Church & the Crusades. 

 

5. The Reformation - Religious changes under the Tudor monarchs. 

 

6. English Civil War - The causes & outcome of the war. 

In addition to developing their knowledge and understanding of these periods of history, students will 

develop skills crucial to the historian: using evidence to evaluate sources and reach reasoned conclusions, 

identifying and investigating historical questions and communicating about the past. 

How will students be assessed? 

Students’ work will be marked regularly, with comments which will highlight achievements and, where 

appropriate, suggestions for improvement. Work will also be subjected to self and peer-assessment. For 

each unit there is an assessment task which will combine students’ growing knowledge and 

understanding with one or more core skills. 

What homework will students receive? 

Homework when judges appropriate by the class teacher  and might take various forms, including 

research to help students further develop their understanding of the topics studied.  It is suggested that a 

homework task should be achievable in approximately 30 minutes. If work is set which is expected to take 

longer, the deadline for submission will be extended. 

How parents can support students? 

Parents can support and consolidate students’ study of history by discussing their work, pointing out 

television programmes which may be of interest or planning visits to sites of historical interest, even if not 

directly linked to the current topic being covered in lessons. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



MUSIC 
Subject Leader: Mr M Horner 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 
Students will look at how sounds are created and combined to create soundscapes using visual media as 

inspiration for a composition. They will look further into Music rhythms through drumming and clapping 

games and develop a further understanding of how to read and write music.  

 

In the Spring Term we explore the Orchestra. Looking at the instruments that are part of this large 

musical ensemble; listening activities and composition of fanfares; understanding the use of fanfare and 

its social function.  

 

In the Summer Term we explore Oriental music, looking at the pentatonic scale and the differences in 

music between west and eastern traditions.  Finally, we focus on recycling and music. Students 

experience an element of Music Technology when being introduced to remixing and listening and 

creating instruments from recycled origin. 

 

How will students be assessed? 
 
Students will be assessed in performance, composition and listening tasks. Work will be recorded via 

audio. They will be assessed regularly and through their learning journal in listening activities with written 

and verbal feedback from staff. Students will be given targets each half term on how to progress. 

 
What homework will students receive? 
 
Year 7 students will complete homework on a project based activity each half term.  

 
How parents can support students? 
 
To support learning in Music please encourage students to attend one of our many extra-curricular 

activities.  Parents should encourage a independent listening and exploration of all music styles and 

genres, as well as seeking opportunities to experience live musical performances as often as possible. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs F Melia 
 

What will students study in Year 7? 
 
Physical Education aims to develop students’ competence and confidence to take part in a range of 

physical activities that can then become a central part of their lives, both in and out of school.   The 

Physical Education curriculum enables all students’ to enjoy and succeed in many kinds of physical 

activity. They develop a wide range of skills and the ability to use tactics, strategies and compositional 

ideas to perform successfully.  The diverse nature of the activities taught allows students to develop the 

confidence to take part in different physical activities and begin to learn about the value of healthy, active 

lifestyles. 

Students will participate in net wall games, invasion games, athletic activity and striking and fielding 
activities throughout the course of the year. Covering a wide variety of activities in the first year of the 
key stage allows students to discover what they like to do and from an early age students can begin to 
make informed choices about lifelong physical activity. 
 
Activities covered during lessons include;  

 Football 
 Futsal 
 Rugby 

 Netball 
 Basketball 
 Fitness 

 Handball 

 Gymnastics 
 Hockey 
 Athletics 

 Tennis 
 Striking and Fielding activities such as 

Rounders, Cricket and Softball.

 
Pupils are encouraged to work independently throughout their PE lessons by adopting a variety of 

different roles such as performer, leader, and official. This is demonstrated when students are asked to 

lead their own warm-ups or drills relating to a specific theme. Pupils are also encouraged to 

independently explore how to outwit opponents throughout all activities, particularly team sport. They 

are encouraged to work together to develop tactics and select and apply them within competitive 

situations.  

How will students be assessed? 

Teaching staff will give students verbal feedback throughout the lesson which helps students’ to refine 

techniques and apply them tactically within the activity in which they are participating. End of unit 

assessments are formally assessed and students will be given an a-step for each of the following areas; 

practical performance, knowledge and understanding of health and fitness, leadership qualities and 

creativity. An average grade of each area is recorded each term and at the end of the year their best 

average for each area is put forward. This assessment is shared with students and they are encouraged to 

set their own targets to improve their performance in PE further. All this information is recorded in their 

own assessment booklet. This will allow them to see their progress throughout the year and key stage.  

What homework will students receive? 

No homework is set in Physical Education lessons at Key Stage Three. 

 

 

How parents can support students? 
 



Parents can support students by ensuring they are correctly equipped for their Physical Education lesson. 

Encouraging students to participate fully in Physical Education and extra-curricular activity is important if 

they are to remain lifelong participants in Physical Education. Pupils of all ages and abilities have the 

opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding due to our current curriculum and 

extensive extra-curricular programme. The activities offered rotate each half-term. This not only allows us 

to offer a greater variety of activities but it also give students time to progress in the different activities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



PSHEE AND CITIZENSHIP 
Subject Leader: Mrs K Kearsley 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 
 

In the Autumn Term students explore settling into life at Formby High School and how to deal with new 

friendships and relationships; they look at routines and procedures in school, and discuss how to deal 

with friendship issues or bullying. In the Spring Term students investigate conflict amongst families and 

friends and how best to resolve conflict. The possible impact of posting videos comments on social media 

sites such Facebook and Twitter are also explored as part of a wider unit of study on internet safety. 

In the Summer Term the focus is on the community and how we all play a role within our community. 

Students explore human rights and diversity as well as the importance of basic human rights. We 

sensitively discuss mental health, the pressures put on young people to smoke, take drugs and also look 

at ways to tackle peer pressure. 

How will students be assessed? 

Students are assessed throughout the year, through the completion of a Learning and Reflection Log, 

which considers what they have learnt and how they have progressed. There are also regular 

opportunities in lessons for self and peer assessment. 

What homework will students receive? 

Homework is not usually set for PSHEE/Citizenship lessons.  Occasionally, homework may be given which 

involves completion or development of a piece of work started in the lesson.  Students may also be asked 

to carry out research to broaden their understanding of certain topics. 

How parents can support students? 

Much of PSHEE/Citizenship is about life skills and general knowledge of the world around us. Parents can 

support students by encouraging them to watch the news and discuss current affairs. 

 

  



RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs A Wake 
 

What will students study in Year 7? 
 
In the Autumn Term through the topic of Ultimate Questions, students will explore philosophical ideas 

about God, the human condition and the world we live in, followed by studying the beliefs and values of 

Judaism.  We complete the year with a study of Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism, including core beliefs 

and practices.  Christianity and Islam are studied in depth in Year 8.  In our lessons, students are 

encouraged to develop their own views and opinions, as well showing respect for the views of others.  

They have opportunities to consider how their own values are reflected in the lives they live. Students 

develop skills, including critical thinking, teamwork, independent study and literacy.  They are 

encouraged to respond creatively to what they are learning.   

How will students be assessed? 

Teachers give verbal and written feedback which enable students to identify what they have done well 

and how they can improve.  This includes advice on improving literacy.  Students are expected to act on 

this advice.  Effort is recognised as well as attainment.  Progress through Attainment Steps is also 

measured through formal assessments, classwork and homework .   

What homework will students receive? 

Homework is set on average once per fortnight. This will not always be written, and may involve research, 

creative tasks, or reflection on what they are learning.  Homework is usually due in by the following 

lesson.  Students are encouraged to ask for help with homework if they find it difficult. 

How can parents support students? 

You can support students in their studies in RAVE by giving them opportunities to discuss what they are 

learning and encouraging them to take an interest in current affairs.  At times, students are directed to 

take their books home for parents to review their work and we welcome your comments. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPANISH 
Curriculum Leader: Miss C Gilmour 
 

What will students study during Year 7? 

Students will follow the VIVA course.  The themes covered are myself, free time, my school, my family and 

friends and my town.  Basic grammar such as nouns and gender, adjectives and agreements, verbs in the 

present tense are also studied and students have the chance to find out about aspects of life in Spanish 

speaking countries  

How will students be assessed? 

In class, students are given a range of tasks involving listening, speaking, reading and writing; speaking, 

reading and listening exercises will usually be marked in class with instant feedback.  Written pieces will 

be marked by the teacher; comments highlighting strengths and suggested targets for improvement will 

be provided together with comments focusing on a specific skill eg verb use.  In ROAR time, students will 

be expected to correct and improve their work. Termly assessments in writing and speaking will mirror 

GCSE formats to familiarise students with the demands of examinations from an early age, albeit with 

content appropriate to their level. 

 

What homework will students receive? 

Homework is usually given once per fortnight with approximately one week allowed for completion.  

From time to time two homework assignments of 15 minutes each will be given per fortnight. 

 
Students are given a range of tasks involving revision of a grammar point or vocabulary to be tested in 

class without reference materials; research on an aspect of life in Spain; a piece of writing; worksheets or 

exercises to complete; online exercises; a creative piece such as a leaflet or poster and preparing for a 

speaking test in the language laboratory.  Student homework instruction sheets may now be found at 

S:\Modern Languages\Spanish\3. Homework assignments. Students can access school files remotely via 

the school website. 

How can parents support students? 
 
Students have access to an e-book version of the course and complementary online exercises of the 

course book.  This allows them to review lesson content at home (including accessing audio material) and 

is a valuable reference tool for homework.  Please take the time to look at the course book with your 

son/daughter.   Please check planners for homework details and regularly test students’ knowledge on 

vocabulary and grammar points.  Listening to students practise for an oral examination will help with 

confidence and fluency.  Please check corrections have been done in their exercise books.  Please note 

that Windows Edge users may experience problems with the book and the publishers recommend 

Chrome, Firefox or Internet Explorer 9, 10 or 11.  

 

Parents should encourage students to use recommended websites (access to the internet is available in 

the Language Laboratory or the Student Support Centre), or draw their attention to the target language; 

for example, through food packaging, TV and radio stations and foreign films. 

 
 
 
 

 


