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29 March 2017 
 
 
To the Parents of all students at Formby High School 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 

 

School Funding 

 

We have decided to write to you jointly as the Headteachers of all the primary and 

secondary schools in Formby because of our serious concerns about current and 

proposed levels of funding, and to ask for your support in alerting our local MP to the 

situation.  

 

We all pride ourselves on the strength of educational achievement in our schools,  on 

the experiences provided to our students, both inside and outside the classroom, and 

on the individualised support we are able to offer because of the wide-ranging skills of 

all our staff, both teaching and support. 

 

In recent years our budgets have come under significant pressure.  Although the 

Government claims to have protected schools’ core funding, there has been no 

increase in the funding per student since 2010-11. In that period schools have 

experienced rises in costs and cuts in other parts of their funding which have resulted 

in a real terms cut over the last seven years.  

 

In addition, if proposals outlined in the second phase of the consultation on the 

National Funding Formula are implemented, our ability to offer our current level of 

provision will be significantly affected.  The proposed National Funding Formula, which 

the Government wants to introduce in 2018-19, could result in a per student reduction 

of £300 to a primary school and £500 to a secondary school per year.  While some 

schools nationally may benefit, children in our local Formby schools are unlikely to gain 

from the proposals.  All this endangers the current excellent provision in our schools.  

 

As Headteachers we do not feel that the proposals are fair and equitable.  We do not 

believe that the current levels of funding, even before any changes, are adequate.  The 

new formula is supposed to ensure all schools had enough money to be sustainable but 

in our case funding will be reduced, and this is the same for many schools across Sefton 

Local Authority.  

 

…continued overleaf… 

 



Formby High School 
                                                                        ‘Determined to Achieve’ 

 

 

We are asking you to write to our MP, Bill Esterson, and ask him to reconsider the current national 

schools’ budget and the new funding proposals, ensuring that our schools have adequate funding to give 

children access to a sufficiently staffed, sufficiently resourced education.   We have attached a template 

letter for you to use if you wish, and his email address, the address of his constituency office and the 

House of Commons.   

 

We hope you feel able to support us and please be reassured of our total commitment to the current high 

standards of education in Formby.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
D A Mackenzie 

Headteacher 

 
 
On behalf of: 

 
Mr G Aldridge 
Headteacher 
Range High School 
 
Mrs S Cowey 
Headteacher 
St. Luke’s CE Primary School 
 
Mrs M Lynn 
Headteacher 
Our Lady of Compassion Primary School 

 
Mr D Mackenzie 
Headteacher 
Formby High School 
 
Mrs K Monaghan 

 
Mrs D Pringle 
Headteacher 
Trinity St. Peter’s CE Primary School 

 
Mrs H Ward 
Headteacher 
Freshfield Primary School 
 
Mrs S Webb 
Headteacher 
Redgate Community Primary School 

 
Mr K Williams 
Headteacher 
Woodlands Primary School 

 

St. Jerome’s Catholic Primary School 
Headteacher 

 
 
 



Bill Esterson
MP for Sefton Central
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

Email: Bill.esterson.mp@parliament.uk

Website: www.billesterson.org.uk

Twitter: @bill_esterson

Dear Mr Esterson

I am writing to you to highlight the serious concerns I have about school funding in Sefton.  In recent
years it has become apparent that current budgets are under significant pressure and if the
proposals outlined in the second phase of the consultation on the National Funding Formula are
implemented some schools will become unsustainable and our children’s education is likely to
suffer.

Although the Government claims to have protected schools’ core funding, there has been no
increase in the funding per pupil since 2010-11. In that period schools have experienced rises in
costs and cuts in other parts of their funding which have resulted in a real terms cut in funding over
the last seven years.

The proposed new National Funding Formula, which the Government wants to introduce in 2018-
19, could result in a per pupil funding reduction each year of £300 to a primary school and £500 to a
secondary school. While some schools nationally may benefit, children in our local schools are
unlikely to gain from the proposals. All this endangers the current excellent provision in our schools.

As parents/carers, we do not feel that the proposals are fair and equitable.  We do not believe that
the current levels of funding, even before any changes, are adequate.  The new formula was
supposed to ensure all schools had enough money to be sustainable but in our case funding will be
reduced, and this is the same for many schools across Sefton Local Authority.

We urge you to lobby the government to reconsider the current national schools’ budget and the
new funding proposals, ensuring that our schools have adequate funding to give children access to
a sufficiently staffed, sufficiently resourced education.

Yours sincerely

[Parent/carers name]
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