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YEAR 9 SPRING TERM 2 — CHALLENGES FOR BRITAIN, EUROPE & THE WIDER WORLD: 1901—PRESENT DAY 

THE HOLOCAUST: A WARNING FROM HISTORY? 

A History of anti-Semitism 

 The Nazis did not invent hatred of Jews, or anti-Semitism. 

 Jews were persecuted in the Middle Ages for religious reasons. 
In 1190, 150 Jews were massacred in York and all Jews were ex-
pelled in 1290.  

 In many European countries Jews were blamed for spreading the 
Black Death and were banned from owning land. In towns they 
were usually confined to certain areas—ghettos and subject to 
restrictions. such as curfews. 

 Martin Luther—who started the Reformation— called for Jewish 
synagogues to be destroyed. 

 In the 1800s, millions of Jews fled the Russian Empire because of 
pogroms against them — immigrants often ended up in Britain or 
the USA. 

1933 Jews were excluded from the civil service and from schools and uni-
versities. Nazi brownshirts organised boycotts of Jewish-owned 
shops. 

1935 Nuremberg Laws were passed. Jews could no longer be citizens 
and marriage between Jews and Aryans was banned.  

1938 9 November: Kristallnacht. Jewish homes, businesses & synagogues 
were attacked all over Germany. Many Jews were killed and thou-
sands arrested. 

1939-41 Millions of Jews living in Poland & USSR came under Nazi control. 
Many were shot or kept in ghettoes. 

1942 Leading Nazis agreed upon a Final Solution to the Jewish problem. 
Death camps would be used to eradicate Jews from Europe. 

How did Nazi Germany persecute Jews?  

Key Terms 

Anti-Semitism Hatred of Jewish people 

Aryans Northern Europeans, including Germans, who Hitler be-
lieved were the ‘Master Race’ 

Brownshirts Nazi stormtroopers 

Ghettos Areas of towns/cities reserved for Jews to live in 

Kristallnacht Night of Broken Glass—attacks on Jews & Jewish proper-
ty that heralded intensification of persecution of Jews in 
Germany 

Synagogues Jewish places of worship 
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KEY EVENTS OF NAZI PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS 
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THE HOLOCAUST 

The Nazis had been using concentration camps since 1933—often for political opponents, 
but thousands of Jews were taken to camps like Dachau following Kristallnacht. 

Germany’s invasions of Poland & Soviet Union meant that there were now millions more 
Jews under their control. Initially, groups of SS troops Einsatzengruppen, murdered Jews 
by shooting.  

Following the decision to wipe out all Jews taken in 1942 at the Wansee Conference, 
death camps were built. Here, Jews would be gassed using a chemical called Zyclon-B. 
This would happen when they thought they were taking showers soon after arrival.   

Sometimes, horrifying medical experiments were carried out in camp inmates, for exam-
ple by Dr Mengele at Auschwitz. 

All of the Jews’ personal belongings: gold, silver, spectacles, clothes, even hair was kept 
to be re-used. 

Even in work camps, deaths through beatings, lack of food, disease were common. 

It is widely accepted that as many as 6 million Jews were murdered during the Holocaust. 

Other groups, such as Russian prisoners, homosexuals, communists, gypsies and the men-
tally and physically disabled were also victims of Nazism. 

As the map shows, most camps were in Poland rather than Germany, and Poles made up 
half of the victims as the diagram shows. Jews from nearly all European countries were 
victims, however.  
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Other Examples of Genocide: 

Rwanda:  

 Between April and June 1994, an estimated 800,000 Rwandans 
were killed in the space of 100 days.  

 Most of the dead were Tutsis - and most of those who perpe-
trated the violence were Hutus. The two tribes had a history of ill
-feeling, going back to when the country was ruled by Belgium. 

 Even for a country with such a turbulent history as Rwanda, the 
scale and speed of the slaughter left its people reeling.  

 The genocide was sparked by the death of the Rwandan  Presi-
dent Juvenal Habyarimana, a Hutu, when his plane was shot 
down above Kigali airport on 6 April 1994.  

 A French judge has blamed current Rwandan President, Paul Ka-
game - at the time the leader of a Tutsi rebel group - and some 
of his close associates for carrying out the rocket attack.  

 Mr Kagame vehemently denies this and says it was the work of 
Hutu extremists, in order to provide a pretext to carry out their 
well-laid plans to exterminate the Tutsi community.  

 Whoever was responsible, within hours a campaign of violence 
spread from the capital throughout the country, and did not 
subside until three months later.  UN Peacekeeping forces were 
unable to stop the violence. 

 Rwanda, and other examples of genocide such as Bosnia, Cam-
bodia & Darfur, show us that the Holocaust was not unique that 
the Nazis were not the only group to try to destroy another due 
to religious, racial, nationalist hatred.  

 

What is genocide? 
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What do I need to know? 

1. What does genocide mean? 

2. What examples of anti-Semitism before the Nazis were there? 

3. Why was Hitler so anti-Semitic? 

4. In what ways did Nazi persecution of Jews develop in the 1930s & 1940s? 

5. What was the Final Solution? 

6. What happened during the Holocaust? 

7. Which other groups were victims of the Nazis, apart from Jews? 

8. Do you know about one other example of genocide since the Holocaust? 

9. Why is it so important to remember the Holocaust? 


