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YEAR 7 SPRING TERM 2 — DEVELOPMENT OF CHURCH, STATE & SOCIETY 1066—1509:  

IMPACT OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN BRITAIN 

The Role of the Church in Medieval Society 

 The church had an important role in the lives of 
people, as most lived fully believing in the reality of a 
spiritual realm all around them, and in heaven or hell 
when they died.  

 In the Middle Ages, the Church provided for people's religious lives 
– baptism of babies, marriages, confession, the last rites for the dy-
ing and burying the dead.  

 However, the church was much more than a place to go to pray or   
look for guidance  

 Monasteries and nunneries looked after the old and sick, provided 
somewhere for travellers to stay, gave alms to the poor and some-
times looked after people's money for them. Monasteries had run-
ning water and good toilet facilities, and were much healthier than 
medieval towns and villages.  

 Monks could often read and write, so they copied books and docu-
ments and taught children.  Monasteries often had libraries.  

 Church festivals and saints' days were 'holy days', when people didn't 
have to work.  The Church put on processions and 'miracle plays'.   

 The Church played a big part in government: Bishops sat in the 
House of Lords. They could raise an army for the king in times of war. 

 The Church was very wealthy—everybody paid a tax called a tithe to 
it.  

 Anybody who was not a Roman Catholic Christian was persecuted: 
Jewish people were often attacked and in 1290 were expelled from 
England.  

 Monks and nuns took vows of poverty,  chastity and obedience  

 Monks usually lived in closed communities and built monasteries, 
such as Fountains Abbey in Yorkshire.  

 Many people chose a career in the Church or in a monastery. In 1300 
one in twenty townspeople was a cleric.   

 Many knights tried to earn forgiveness for their sins by going on Cru-
sade.   

 Many people went on a pilgrimage to try to reduce the time they 
spent in Purgatory.  A person who had been on pilgrimage would wear 
a badge to show which shrine he had visited. Each shrine would have a 
different symbol that could be understood even by people who could-
n't read or write. Shrines often contained holy relics. 

What were the Crusades? 

 In the Middle Ages, the Muslim 
world stretched from India to 
Spain, including Jerusalem and 
the Holy Land. It was a world 
that was more forward thinking 
than Christian countries in 
Western Europe, for example in 
medical knowledge.  

 By 1070, more and more Turkish nomads were settling in the Christian 
Byzantine Empire and , from 1087 onwards, Turks stopped Christian 
pilgrims from entering Jerusalem.  

 For Jews, Christians and Muslims, Jerusalem was, and still is, a holy 
city. For Christians it was the centre of their world spiritually and geo-
graphically.  

 In 1095, Pope Urban II promised the knights of Europe forgiveness of 
their sins if they went on a Crusade to win back Jerusalem for Christian-
ity.  

 The First Crusades set off the following year. 
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 There was not just one Crusade, there were many. Over the next three centuries more were to 
follow. The Crusaders failed to keep any of the territory they conquered, but they discovered 
many new things, such as better castle design, gunpowder, science , medicine and numbers 
that were easier to use than Roman numerals.  

 An army of knights and nobles captured Jerusalem in 1099. It was claimed that the Crusaders 
killed the Muslims until the streets ran with blood. The loss of Jerusalem was a terrible blow to 
the Muslims. For them, Jerusalem was, and still is, the third holy city of Islam.  

 The Crusaders took over the two Muslim sacred buildings, the Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of 
the Rock. They deeply offended the Muslims by the way they behaved in them.  

 Christians in Spain began to move southwards and recapture lands that had once been Chris-
tian from the Muslims.  

Why Go On Crusade? 

 The importance of Jerusalem in Christian religion — Muslim takeover in 1071 and subsequent ending of pilgrimages in 1087. 

 Pope Urban II’s sermon in 1087 — promising forgiveness for sins for all who died on Crusade. 

 Land — Crusaders could gain land and wealth, such as gold and silver, according to the Pope. 

 Honour — knights wanted to show their bravery and win glorious victories. 

 Punishment — some criminals were sent on Crusade if they had committed an offence against the church and others were offered a pardon if they 

volunteered to go. 

 Escape — many Crusaders were running away from their responsibilities at home.  

Key Terms: 

Doom 

Painting 

A painting that depicted heaven and hell and were used in 

churches for people who could not understand Latin.  

Monastery Place where monks and nuns live and worship 

Pope Leader of the Roman Catholic Church and based in Rome  

Relics Remains of a holy person or object, used for prayer 

Cleric Anybody who worked for the church 

Tithe Tax paid to the Church — usually 10% of crops grown 

Crusade A religious war, usually fought in the Holy Land.  

Christendom The Christian world in the Medieval period. 

Monks/Nuns Men/women who devoted their lives to God 

Pilgrimage A journey made to a special religious place  

Holy Land The area where Jesus lived and died. 

Bishop An important church leader 
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What do I need to know? 

1. Why did the Christian Church have such an important role in the Medieval period? 

2. What was a Crusade and why did they begin? 

3. Why did people volunteer to join Crusades? 

4. When did the Crusades take place? 

5. What do the key words referred to in this document mean? 


