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I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year and extend my best wishes for a very successful 

2017.  I am looking forward to a new year filled with our trademark energy and determination which will 

enable us to continue to celebrate the many achievements of our students in coming issues of this 

newsletter.  I would like to extend a warm welcome to Mrs Knowlson who has joined us as Teacher of 

Modern Foreign Languages following the departure of Mrs Whittle in December. 

Mr Mackenzie 
 

…Ending 2016 on a High Note! 
On Monday 19 December, over 300 members of the school and 

local community gathered at Holy Trinity Church in Formby for our 

annual  ‘Carols by Candlelight’ event.  We received overwhelmingly 

positive feedback from visitors, billing the event as our ‘best ever’ 

with many extending their thanks for being part of such an 

enchanting start to the festive season.  Our musicians and choirs, as 

usual, delivered outstanding performances and warmly welcomed 

the audience’s participation on our favourite carols.  Our thanks to 

all involved in preparing and performing, and to everyone who 

attended.  Just before saying goodbye to the Autumn term, we 

held a whole school assembly on 21 December to celebrate the many achievements of the school year so 

far.  In a Sports Hall packed with almost 1200 people, the school community enjoyed music, dance and 

drama performances getting everyone in the holiday mood.  The grand finale was the staff video, starring 

many budding vocalists singing ‘Do they know it’s Christmas’ which ‘brought the house down’ with 

laughter.  Thanks to Mr Heatherington and Mrs Weaver (producers) and to all staff who supported the 

‘epic’ video… we cannot wait to see what awaits next year! 
 

…Festive Fundraising 
As reported in the latter newsletters of the year, the end of Autumn term was also very busy with a wide 

range of fundraising activities supporting many worthy causes, and we would like to thank everyone 

involved for their generous support and contributions.  Here are just a few of the achievements: 

 £282.10 – loose change collection for The Whitechapel Centre  

 £263.33 – Santa Hat Dash for The Whitechapel Centre 

 Scores of lovely scarves delivered to the homeless thanks to the ‘wrap a tree’ campaign for The 

Whitechapel Centre 

 £192.94 – Christmas Jumpers for Save the Children 

 £91 – Barnardo’s 

 £159 – Clatterbridge Card Free Christmas 

 Hundreds of new toys delivered to children across Merseyside with Radio City’s Mission Christmas 
 

…Year 9 visit the Imperial War Museum 
A group of 40 Year 9 students spent the day at the Imperial War 

Museum North in Salford on Friday 16 December. Year 9 have been 

studying World War One, and will be moving on to look at World War 

Two this half term. The trip gave them the chance to explore a wide 

range of exhibits, including the opportunity to experience the smells of 

the trenches. They also visited a special exhibition called 'Fashion on the 

Ration'. The students represented the school very well and the History 

Department is looking forward to taking the second trip with the 

remaining students in Year 9 in two weeks’ time. 
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 …A Christmas Carol
This morning, Year 11 students were thoroughly entertained by the Quantum Theatre 

company who performed key scenes from Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ which 

they are studying as part of their English GCSE.  The performance brought the scenes 

and quotations they have been learning to life.  The actors expressed how impressed 

they were by our students, particularly their behaviour and willingness to join in, adding 

that they rarely go to a school where the audience is so positive and welcoming.   

…Careers Festival 
We are entering a very busy period in our Careers Education for students across the school.   On 18 

January, we are holding our third annual Careers Festival – a thriving marketplace event where students 

are able to meet a wide range of professionals and speak to them about their respective industry.   In the 

afternoon, Year 11 students will be mingling with the professionals as they begin to think about what 

study/employment directions they wish to pursue at the end of this year.  As this event has been so 

effective in helping students to make informed decisions about their future career/study choices, Year 9 

students will also be meeting the professionals in the morning before they begin to consider and select 

which GCSE options they wish to pursue in the coming weeks.   In March, many of our visiting 

professionals will return to support our Year 11 students with ‘practice interviews’, helping them get ready 

for the world of work.  If you, or someone you know, may be interested in supporting this careers 

programme by representing a particular profession/area, we would love to hear from you! 
 

…Lights, Camera, Action! 
At a time in the education sector where the creative arts are facing increasing 

challenges to thrive, or even survive, in many schools across the country, they 

remain a vibrant and vital part of life at FHS.  With our creative ambitions 

flourishing, we are currently working towards the coveted Artsmark Platinum 

Award – click here to see our video!  As part of this project and to secure 

student leadership and engagement in creative arts across the school, a 

group of students nominated by the teaching staff have been assigned 

‘Creative Ambassadors’.  This small group of students meet weekly to work 

on their various projects and as part of their work have created a newsletter 

called ‘Lights, Camera, Action!’ which will be published once every half term. 

Click here to read their fabulous inaugural Autumn issue! 
 

 …Quiz Night 
The Friends of Formby High School are delighted to confirm that tickets are 

now available for Quiz Night 2017 which takes place on Saturday 4 February at 

7:30pm in the School Hall.  Always a sell-out event, we advise you to assemble 

your team and book your tickets early to avoid disappointment.  Tickets are 

now available via Parent Pay, priced at £10 per person, and include supper and 

a fun-filled evening. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

                    

 Y8 HPV Vaccinations – 9 Jan  Y9/11 Careers Fair – 18 Jan 

 Y13 EPQ visit to LJMU – 11 Jan (pm)  Y8 Spanish Trip Parent Meeting – 18 Jan (5:30pm) 

 Y12 Subject Consultation Evening – 12 Jan (4:30pm-7:30pm)  Y11 Maths Raising Attainment Eve – 19 Jan (5:30pm) 

 Y9 STEM visit to Liverpool University – 13 Jan  Y9 visit to Imperial War Museum, Manchester – 20 Jan 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9yoZqPuwps
https://www.formbyhighschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/THE-LCA-ISSUE-1.pdf
https://twitter.com/FormbyHigh
http://www.formbyhighschool.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/FormbyHS/

