
Design and Technology - Ks 3 Assessment 

A Steps

Resistant Materials - Key Stage Three Attainment Steps
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I respond creatively to briefs. I 

easily select the right information 

from many sources to support 

solutions to the design problem. I 

can create a detailed specification

I seek out further information to 

help my thinking. I recognise how 

products contribute to peoples 

lifestyles and can design for these. 

I model ideas in innovative ways and 

communicate ideas in new or novel 

ways. Including virtual and 

computer modelling.

I can independently plan a detailed 

series of making stages and follow 

it successfully. I work 

independently with all tools , 

equipment, and components to a 

high degree of precision. I can 

make products which are reliable 

and robust that fully meet the 

requirement of the brief.

I reflect critically and effectively 

throughout the design and make 

process and clearly adapt my work 

as a result.

I use my understanding and 

appreciation of other people’s 

designs to influence my work in 

innovative ways.

I show full appreciation of all of 

the materials and technology 

available and can explain what 

makes them suitable for all uses. I 

fully understand issues with design 

and society.
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I can gather basic research about a 

design or problem.

I can talk about a basic idea and 

with lots of support produce a 

simple model.

With help and assistance I can use 

some tools. I can make basic 

products following a given plan with 

guidance.

I do not know how to modify 

without support.

I can identify what I like about 

other peoples work.

I can see that different materials 

look different and are used for 

different reasons. I can 

understand the different tools are 

used for different materials.

Evaluating
Technical Knowledge

I look for further information to 

help with my designs. I can 

recognise how products contribute 

to peoples lifestyles and I can 

design for those needs. I model 

ideas in creative ways, including 

virtual and computer modelling.

I test and evaluate my work and 

understand how it works before 

improving and modifying.

I understand the differences in 

the materials and technologies we 

use and can explain what makes 

them suitable for my project. I can 

appreciate how issues in society can 

affect design.

I understand that my ideas have to 

meet a range of needs and I can 

gather some relevant information.

I understand and can respond to a 

design brief. I can easily find lots 

of useful information. I narrow 

down and choose really helpful 

information to inspire solutions for 

the users. I can work to a 

specification.

I understand the brief and with 

help I can find lots information to 

help me find a solution. I 

understand what the user needs.

Designing
Making

I develop ideas using a few of 

sources. I make my ideas clear 

through drawing, writing, talking 

and modelling, but I only have a 

limited number of ideas. I can 

modify my ideas to reflect initial 

problem solving. 

I can create an idea, I can draw my 

idea and express my thoughts. 

With guidance I can identify the 

problems with my idea and can use 

this guidance to make 

improvements.

I can write and follow a detailed 

plan of my practical work. I work 

largely independently with all tools , 

equipment, and components to a 

good degree of precision. I make 

products which are good quality and 

meet the requirement of the brief.

I can write a clear step by step 

plan and  follow it to create 

product using materials of my 

choice. I can use all tools and 

equipment with some guidance.

I can write a simple step by step 

plan. I use tools and equipment, 

with lots of support, to cut and 

shape basic materials and to put 

together components

I am aware of the different 

materials and technologies 

available. With guidance I can say 

what makes them suitable for my 

project. 

I sometimes apply my knowledge 

and understanding of materials and 

technology when making my 

project.

With a little support, I  can 

identify issues and modify my work 

as necessary.

 I identify a few ways that my 

product could be improve, however 

this is not often reflected in my 

work.

My understanding of other people’s 

ideas helps me produce my own 

creative and imaginative ideas.

I can adapt my ideas, when 

prompted, to reflect the good 

ideas of others.

I look at other peoples work to help 

improve my own.


