
Step Knowledge and 

understanding 

Expression and 

communication 

Skills – these will be 

developed through the 

content in the other two 

areas. 

Foundation 
Level 1/2 

Recall a religious story. 

Name some of the things religious 

people believe and do. 

Identify some religious symbols. 

Know what a community is and describe 

communities to which I belong. 

Suggest how belonging to a community 

might make people feel. 

 

Explore questions about belonging, 

meaning and truth. 

Express my own ideas in words, 

images or music. 

Be aware of the way different people 

cooperate. 

 

1 
Level 3 

Accurately retell religious 

stories. 

Identify some religious practices, 

objects and beliefs. 

Suggest meanings for some 

religious stories. 

Know and use some key terms. 

Know some of the factors that create 

communities. 

Describe some of the ways in which 

people show that they belong to a 

community. 

Identify some similarities between 

different communities, including 

religious and other worldviews. 

Think about and express my own 

views on questions of right and wrong. 

Show an awareness of the views of 

others on religious and moral issues. 

Identify ways in which different 

people live together harmoniously. 

2 
Level 4 

Identify some similarities 

between religions. 

Describe links between religious 

stories and sources of authority 

and the lives of believers. 

Use some key terms in the right 

way within my work. 

 

Understand why belonging to a 

community is important to individuals, 

including religious communities. 

Identify the challenges of belonging to 

a faith community. 

 

Make some connections between 

beliefs and values and behaviour and 

commitments. 

Express different views thoughtfully. 

 

 

3 
High level 4 

Understand the meaning and 

importance of some religious 

stories and symbols to believers. 

Compare different religious and 

worldviews in terms of beliefs 

and practices. 

Use key terms appropriately. 

Explain why belonging to a community is 

important to individuals. 

Describe the challenges of belonging to 

a faith community and relate it to your 

own experience of being part of a 

community. 

Identify the benefits of belonging to a 

community, including faith communities. 

Respectfully discuss my own and 

others’ views on questions of 

belonging, meaning and truth. 

Explain my own views on questions of 

belonging, meaning, truth and 

morality with simple reasons. 

Explain ways in which communities 

live together harmoniously. 

 

4 
Low level 5 

Explain how religious stories and 

sources of authority influence 

the lives of believers. 

Understand some reasons for 

similarities and differences 

within and between different 

religious and worldviews. 

Use a range of key terms 

appropriately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain the benefits and challenges of 

belonging to a faith community. 

Describe why people belong to 

religions. 

Explain different views on questions 

of meaning, purpose, truth and 

morality with simple reasons. 

Understand what community cohesion 

is and why it is thought to be 

important. 

5 
High level 5 

Explain different interpretations 

of scripture and symbols within 

and between religions and 

worldviews. 

Use a wide range of key terms 

appropriately. 

Explain why people choose to belong to 

faith communities, showing 

understanding of the benefits and 

challenges of membership. 

Describe how similarities and 

differences within and between 

religions and worldviews affect the 

lives of believers. 

Give reasons for my own and others’ 

views on questions of meaning, 

purpose, truth and morality. 

Explain how religious beliefs and 

worldviews create a sense of 

community. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ATTAINMENT STEPS 



 

These attainment steps are based on the new non-statutory attainment grid from the RE 

Council which sets out expected performance at the end of each Key Stage in three areas.  

They are informed by the former non-statutory level descriptors for Religious Education. 

 

The blue shaded levels are where we might expect them to come in at the beginning of Y7. 

The yellow shaded levels are where we might expect them to end up at the end of the Key 

Stage and if they achieve this, we would regard them as GCSE ready. 

Step Knowledge and 

understanding 

Expression and 

communication 

Skills – these will be 

developed through the 

content in the other two 

areas. 

6 
Low level 6 

Account for different 

interpretations of scripture and 

symbols within and between 

religions and worldviews. 

Explain how this may lead to 

differences within and between 

religions and worldviews. 

Explain reasons for different forms of 

expression within and between religions 

and worldviews,  

Understand ways in which religious 

teachings can support community 

cohesion. 

Understand how values and 

commitments affect views on 

questions of meaning, purpose, truth 

and morality. 

7 
High level 6 

Explain why people interpret 

religious teachings in different 

ways and the effect this has on 

diversity within and between 

religions and worldviews. 

Evaluate different religious beliefs and 

worldviews based on strong knowledge 

and understanding. 

Explain how shared or different 

religious beliefs and worldviews affect 

individuals and communities in both 

positive and negative ways. 

Explain different views about the 

nature of religion. 

Use reasoning and examples to 

explain my own and others’ views on 

questions of meaning, purpose, truth 

and morality. 

Examine ways in which community 

cohesion is supported or weakened. 

Explore the perspective of religious 

and worldviews on issues of 

community cohesion. 

8 
Level 7 

Give a coherent account of 

religious beliefs and practices. 

Draw conclusions about religious 

beliefs and practices based on a 

range of different sources. 

Use religious and philosophical 

vocabulary widely in my work. 

Evaluate the impact of diversity within 

and between religions and worldviews 

on individuals and communities. 

 

Evaluate questions of meaning, 

purpose, truth and morality using 

balanced argument containing 

reasoning and examples drawn from a 

range of sources. 

Evaluate the responses of different 

religious and worldviews to issues of 

community cohesion. 

9 
High level 7/low 

Level 8 

Interpret the beliefs, practices 

and symbolism of different 

religions and worldviews in the 

light of their historical, social 

and cultural context. 

Use a wide range of religious and 

philosophical vocabulary with 

proficiency. 

Analyse how historical and cultural 

factors have influenced religious 

beliefs and practices. 

Examine different views on the role 

that religion has played in human 

experience. 

 

Justify my own views on questions of 

meaning, purpose, truth and morality 

using balanced argument, developed 

reasoning and a wide range of 

examples. 

Critically analyse the contribution of 

religion and other worldviews to 

community cohesion. 

 

Advanced 
Level 8/ 

Exceptional 

performance 

Provide a coherent analysis of 

religions and world views and of 

how religious, moral and spiritual 

sources are interpreted in 

different ways. 

Evaluate the part that religion has 

played in human experience with 

reference to a range of philosophical 

views and religious teachings and 

practices. 

Analyse in depth a wide range of 

perspectives on questions of meaning, 

purpose, truth and morality and 

provide well informed and highly 

reasoned insights into my own and 

others’ perspectives on religious and 

moral issues with balanced and well 

substantiated conclusions. 


