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Welcome back to a very busy half term at FHS – the next seven weeks are full of events and activities over 

and above the typical school day.  On Wednesday evening over 150 students were involved in the Duke 

of Edinburgh’s Award Celebrations Evening where their parents, staff and governors enjoyed 

presentations from 24 expedition groups.  141 students were presented with their badges and 

certificates; the evening was testament to the success and importance of the DofE programme to our 

school community.   

Mr Mackenzie 
 

…Dance on Camera 
Here is just a sneak preview of a fantastic dance project which will soon be 

available on film.  The Northern Exchange programme began in 

May when Formby High School dance company ‘Eleven’ were 

selected to become part of a dance exchange aimed at 

encouraging youth authored work.  This involved a workshop at 

The Northern Contemporary Dance in Leeds and a collaborative 

performance at The Northern Ballet, Leeds.  As part of this 

project, the dancers created a group piece based on Anthony 

Gormley’s Another Place. The Dance for Camera film is the 

culmination of this project where the dancers recreated their 

dance piece amongst the iron men on Crosby beach. The film is also 

part of an educational process linked to the BTEC course where 

students learn about site specific performance and screen dance.  

…Changed My Story 

Isabella (Year7) has just returned from London to see an exclusive 5th birthday performance of Roald 

Dahl’s ‘Matilda’ The Musical.  Isabella was one of 18 finalists from across the country for the ‘Changed My 

Story’ competition devised by the writer of the musical, Dennis Kelly. Entrants had to provide their own 

story of how, like Matilda, they were inspired to change and not accept the way some things are.  Isabella 

wrote about how, as a young primary school student, she was incredibly nervous and anxious; it was when 

she was introduced to ‘Matilda’ that she was inspired to start singing.  She has continued singing ever 

since and has newfound confidence and ambition – she has blossomed into a talented singer and 

confident young student whose story has only just begun! 

 
 

 

On Thursday 3 November a 

group of our students from 

Years 8, 9 and 10 performed 

Shakespeare’s play ‘The 

Taming of the Shrew’ at The 

Capstone Theatre to a full house and much acclaim. We were one of four 

participating schools from the region who each performed an abridged 

Shakespeare classic play. The Formby High Students were outstanding 

with their professional attitude and fabulous stage skills. They were praised by the festival director and 

theatre staff for their mature attitude, wonderful understanding of the script, language and 

communication of the text to the audience. They thoroughly enjoyed the experience of working with 

professional theatre staff and actors, and learnt a great deal about Shakespeare and developing their 

performance skills. They certainly produced a great performance and were a fantastic ensemble; they 

should be incredibly proud of themselves.    
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…Children in Need 

Please mark your diaries and get your baking skills perfected as, once again, 

Formby High School will be pulling out all the SPOTS to support this very 

worthwhile cause on Friday 18 November.  This will be a non-uniform day 

(students can wear their own clothes for the day for a £1 contribution) and there  

will be a variety of fundraising activities throughout the day, including cake sales and face painting.  This is 

a cause very close to our hearts and we hope the school community will come together and support it in 

whatever way they can. 

…Sixth Form Matters 
The Sixth Form Centre is the usual hive of activity at this time of year with many Year 13 students turning 

their sights to university applications, entrance exams/interviews and gearing up for PPEs next week. Year 

12 are settling well into the pace of Sixth Form study and a record 40 students in Year 13 are completing 

the EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) to enhance their research and independent learning skills – the 

topics they have chosen range from astrophysics, engineering, English Literature, music production to 

dance!  Harry Willis (Year 13) successfully completed the Rotary Young Leaders' Award for which he was 

sponsored after application and interview. The RYLA is a leadership programme coordinated by Rotary 

Clubs around the globe with thousands of young people (aged 13-30) participating each year.  

Participants are sponsored by Rotary Clubs to attend the event run by the club's district committee – Mr 

O’Shaughnessy attended the evening saying Harry did a great job and the committee members felt his 

presentation was one of the most comprehensive and entertaining  that they had seen.  Good stuff, Harry! 

…Attendance Challenge 

In September, we reported with great pride that the school had achieved its ambitious 96.5% attendance 

target last year which sees FHS at the top of the table locally and within the leading schools nationally.  

For the 2016-17 academic year, we are seeking to push this target even further to an impressive 97%.  

The first half term got off to an outstanding start across the school with the winning tutor group, 7Y, 

securing a superb team performance of 98.9% - well done 7Y!  Keep up the great attendance and good 

work and we look forward to celebrating that big target at the end of the year!  

 …Sporting Matters 

Just before half term, our U15 girls joined up with Range High School to play 

Rugby against Greenbank and Meols Cop high schools – they did extremely 

well and thoroughly enjoyed the event.  Next up are the U13 girls who will 

attend the same tournament next week.  Well done to William (10R) who has 

spent the summer season playing for the newly formed U14 Liverpool Lions 

Rugby League team.  The team has won every game in their division, the 

promotional play-off series and the only knockout competition they were 

entered into (the plate), leading to an unbeaten season. William completed the final game 

of the season on Sunday and was named Man of the Match for his fantastic defensive 

work, and is already looking forward to the next episode in Rugby League. This Saturday 

(5 November) the U16 Netball team will be competing in the Nationals tournament at 

Wirral Grammar School – the girls were so close to qualifying last year, we wish them the 

best of luck for a great outcome at the weekend. 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

                    

 

 Y12/13 UKMT Senior Maths Challenge  – 8 Nov  Music For Youth Proms (Albert Hall) – 15 Nov 

 Y12/13 National Cancer Conference (Liverpool) – 9 Nov  Children in Need Fundraising – 18 Nov 

 Y13 PPEs – 9 to 11 Nov   Sixth Form Open Evening – 24 Nov 
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