
 
 

 

English Department KS3 Assessment Map  

Advanced 
 

Students consistently demonstrate an appreciation of and ability to comment at length, on a wide 
range of texts.  They can evaluate how writers achieve their effects and explore and analyse 
information and ideas perceptively.  They can explore and evaluate the impact of a text’s 
historical context. 
Writing is consistently lively and engaging meeting the requirements of any task.  Writing 
demonstrates an effective and engaging individual voice. 
Accurate paragraphing which supports the writer’s purpose.   
Accurate spelling and a wide ranging, ambitious use of vocabulary. 
Talk is maintained and developed purposefully in a range of contexts.  A wide range of ambitious 
vocabulary, intonation and emphasis are deployed.  Listening skills are perceptive and sustained.  

A9 
 

Students write perceptively about a wide range of texts from different genres and time periods 
and articulate their opinions effectively.  They are beginning to evaluate the ways that writers 
achieve their effects and understand the impact of a text’s historical context. 
Writing is carefully crafted according to purpose and audience. Writing shows elements of 
originality and is clearly expressed.  Vocabulary choices are ambitious.   
A wide range of punctuation is used correctly, including apostrophes, semicolons and colons. 
Ideas are organised into clearly structured, well-shaped and linked paragraphs. 
Nearly all words are spelt correctly, including complex irregular words. 
Students are confident in speaking in all situations, even those which are unfamiliar.  Vocabulary is 
used precisely and creatively to convey ideas.  Speech is thoughtfully crafted and organised to 
achieve the intended effects. 

A8 
 

Students understand the ways in which meaning and information are conveyed in a range of 
texts.  They can confidently articulate personal and critical responses to texts.  They can select, 
synthesise and compare information from a variety of sources. 
Writing is thoughtful, lively and engages the reader.  A range of features is used to fulfil the 
demands of the audience and purpose.   
Students are increasingly accurate in using a wide range of punctuation with only occasional slips. 
Sentences are varied to achieve deliberate effects and vocabulary choices are sometimes 
ambitious. 
Most words are spelt correctly, including complex irregular words. 
Students are lively and engaging when they speak.  They are sensitive to others, their ideas and 
opinions; they try to involve more reluctant students and value opinions that are different from 
their own.   

A7 
 

Students are able to confidently discuss, in depth, a range of texts.  They can identify different 
layers of meaning and comment on their significance.  They can support their comments with 
quotations and explain their points in detail.  Students can give a personal response to texts and 
refer to aspects of language, structure and themes to justify their views.  They can interpret and 
summarise information from different sources. 
Written style is consciously adapted to purpose and is engaging.  A reasonable range of effective 
vocabulary is chosen.  
Sentences are varied for effect and there is generally good control over different sentence 
structures. Speech marks, semi colons, colons and apostrophes are attempted and mostly used 
accurately.  
Paragraphing is clear, consistent and supports the overall direction of the text. 
More difficult words are mostly spelt correctly. 
Students adapt their talk effectively to the context and their expression is varied and lively.  They 
can use Standard English fairly fluently in formal situations and judge when it’s appropriate.  They 
contribute fully to discussions, value the contributions of others and build on them to develop 
their own ideas. 

A6 
 

Students are able to read, understand and discuss in depth a range of texts.  They can identify 
different layers of meaning and comment on their significance.  They can support most of their 
comments with quotations and explain their points in some detail.  Students can give a personal 
response to texts and refer to aspects of language, structure and themes to justify their views.  
They can summarise information from different sources. 
Writing style is sustained and meets the needs of the audience and purpose.  Students are 
beginning to experiment with more interesting vocabulary choices. 
A range of punctuation is attempted though there are some errors with more ambitious 
structures. 
Paragraphing is accurate and helps to structure the text clearly. 
More difficult words are usually spelt correctly. 
Students speak confidently in a range of situations and talk is successfully adapted to the 
audience and purpose.  They contribute well to discussions and try to build on the responses of 
others.   



 
 

A5 
 

Students demonstrate their clear understanding of a range of texts and can select relevant points 
to construct a detailed response.  They are able to deduce and infer more elusive implied 
meanings. They are beginning to understand that texts fit into an historical context and can make 
straightforward comments about this. 
Writing is mostly interesting and sustained.  Students successfully use features of the chosen 
style.  Punctuation, both to demarcate sentences and within sentences, is accurate. 
Paragraphs are consistently used and help to logically structure the text. 
More difficult words are often spelt correctly including some polysyllabic words and those with 
irregular spellings.   
Students speak with confidence in a range of situations including formal presentations.  In 
discussion they pay close attention to what others say and are beginning to ask questions to 
develop the discussion further.   

A4 
 

Students can read and understand a range of texts and can select points to begin to construct a 
detailed response.  They are able to deduce and infer the writer’s intentions and the text’s 
meaning. They are beginning to recognise that texts fit into an historical context and can make 
simple comments about this. 
Students attempt to interest the reader with their writing and can adapt their writing to suit a 
particular audience or purpose. Capital letters and full stops are always used correctly; commas 
are generally used accurately in complex sentences. 
Writing is organised into logical sections or paragraphs. 
Simple words and more difficult words which follow regular spelling rules are spelt correctly. 

Students speak with some confidence in a range of situations.  They are beginning to use 
expression and vocabulary effectively to engage the listener.  They can make more extended 
contributions.  In discussion they pay close attention to what others say.  

A3 
 

Students can read, understand and respond to a range of texts.  They can read independently 
and can formulate their own ideas and opinions about texts.  They can sometimes infer and 
deduce implied meanings.  
Students demonstrate the ability to use some features of the chosen writing type, though not 
always consistently.  Sentences are becoming more complex and controlled and are usually 
demarcated accurately. 
Writing is usually organised into logical sections. 
Simple words and some more difficult words which follow regular spelling rules are usually spelt 
correctly. 
Students can talk and listen with some confidence in a range of contexts.  They are mostly able to 
adapt speech to suit the purpose and the listener.  Students recognise when it is appropriate to 
use more formal language and can use Standard English when necessary. 

A2 
 

Students can read, understand and respond in a limited way to a range of texts.  They can read 
independently and can formulate their own ideas and opinions about texts. 
Students show an awareness of the audience and purpose of their writing.   
They use simple sentences correctly and attempt more complex structures. Full stops, capital 
letters and other basic punctuation (e.g. question marks) are mostly used correctly. 
Students organise related ideas together in a logical order.   
Simple words and some slightly more difficult words are generally spelt correctly. 
Students can listen and respond in different situations e.g. Paired, group or whole class 
discussions.  Responses or contributions may be limited.  Students are aware of Standard English 
but may not always use it when appropriate. 

A1 

Students can read and respond, with support, to straightforward texts and their understanding is 
developing.  Their written responses to texts are simplistic but accurate.   
Students use simple and straightforward sentences and these contain basic but mostly accurate 
punctuation (full stops and capital letters).  
Content is simply organised into related ideas or in time order.  
Simple, basic words with regular spelling patterns are spelt correctly. 
Students are developing confidence in Speaking and Listening activities although they may need 
prompting to contribute.  They sometimes use standard English although this is inconsistent. 

Foundation 
 

Students can read and respond to straightforward texts.  They can verbally express opinions 
about ideas in stories, poems and non-fiction texts.  They may struggle to read and understand 
more challenging vocabulary or texts. 
Students generally use simple and straightforward sentences and make some attempt to use 
basic punctuation (full stops and capital letters).   
Content is sometimes simply organised into related ideas.  
Simple words are recognisable. 
Students are not always willing to participate in Speaking and Listening activities and perhaps lack 
confidence.  They can usually make their ideas understood and when listening to others can 
usually pick out the main points. 

 


