
 
 

FORMBY HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA DEPARTMENT 

KEY STAGE 3 ATTAINMENT STEPS 
 

Attainment Step Descriptors 

 

 

 

Foundation 

Group Work :  

 Follow instructions /be directed to perform in a piece of Drama. 

Characterisation  

 Take the name of a character and attempt to perform in role. 

Skills  

 Use your voice to be heard and understood by your audience  

  Use a gesture, stance, movement or facial expression in a Drama piece. 

Evaluation  

 Talk about what was good in your own work. 
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Group Work : 

 Listen to others in group discussion. 

 Follow instructions, be directed and perform in a piece of Drama. 

Characterisation  

 Take the name of a character and perform in role for some of the Drama 

Skills  

 Use pace, tone and volume in some parts of the Drama piece 

  Use a gesture, stance, movement and facial expression with limited effect in a Drama piece. 

 Identify a Drama technique: mime, levels, space. freeze, thought tracking and narration. 
 

Evaluation  

 Talk about what was good in your work. 

 Comment on the Drama and talk about the work of others. 



 

 

 

A2 

 

Group Work: 

 Listen and comment on key points in group discussion. 

 Work with others to create and perform in a piece of Drama. 
 

Characterisation: 

 Perform and sustain a character for most parts of the Drama piece. 
 

Skills  

 Use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume to some effect in a piece of Drama. 

 Use gesture, stance, body language, facial expression and eye contact in a piece of drama. 

 Identify the use of Drama techniques including: mime, levels, space. freeze, thought tracking and 

narration. 

Evaluation  

 Use basic drama terms to talk about your own work. 

 Comment on the Drama, showing some consideration when talking about the work of others. 
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Group Work : 

 Listen confidently and comment on key points in group discussion. 

 Contribute some ideas to the creation of the Drama piece. 

 Work with others to create and perform in a piece of Drama. 
 

Characterisation  

 Explore a character with some understanding of the role in the Drama. 

 Perform and sustain a character for most parts of the Drama piece. 
 

Skills  

 Use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume to some effect in a piece of Drama. 

 Identify and use gesture, stance, body language, facial expression and eye contact with some effect. 

 Identify and understand the use of Drama techniques including: mime, levels, space. freeze, thought 

tracking and narration. 

Evaluation  

 Use basic drama terms to talk about your own work, with some reference to others. 

 Comment on the Drama, showing consideration when talking about the work of others. 



 

A4 

         

  Group Work  

 Listen with confidence and express your opinion clearly in group discussion. 

 Collaborate with others to develop ideas for the Drama piece. 

 Collaborate with others to perform the drama piece with confidence. 

Characterisation  

 Explore a character with a clear understanding of the role in the Drama piece. 

 Perform and sustain a character throughout a piece of Drama. 

Skills  

 Use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume effectively in a piece of Drama. 

 Identify and use gesture, stance, body language, facial expression and eye contact with confidence in a 

piece of Drama. 

 Use Drama techniques including: mime, levels, space, freeze, thought tracking and narration with some 

confidence in performance. 

Evaluation  

 Use appropriate drama terms to explain and reflect on your work and that of others. 

 Reflect on and evaluate your own and other students work, suggesting possible improvements. 
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Group Work  

 Listen carefully and express opinions with sensitivity, counter arguing or acknowledging others ideas. 

 Work co-operatively with others to shape and develop ideas for the Drama piece. 

 Perform the Drama with confidence and full awareness of  the contribution of others on stage. 

Characterisation  

 Explore and develop a character with awareness of the role in the piece of Drama. 

 Perform and sustain a character with confidence throughout a piece of Drama. 

Skills  

 Select and use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume confidently with some control in a piece of Drama. 

 Select and use gesture, stance, body language, facial expression and eye contact with confidence and 

awareness of the dramatic effect in a piece of Drama. 

 Use drama techniques including: mime, levels, space, freeze, thought tracking and narration confidently 

to communicate a specific idea in a piece of Drama. 

Evaluation  

 Describe how you communicated your ideas using appropriate drama terms. 

 Reflect when talking or writing on your work and provide a constructive response to the work of others. 
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Group Work  

 Listen with sensitivity to the ideas of others and try to involve reluctant students. 

 Extensively contribute ideas for shaping and developing the Drama piece. 

 Perform in a well-structured and confident piece, developing relationships with others on stage.  

Characterisation  

 Explore and develop a character with imagination and clear awareness of the role in a piece of Drama. 

 Perform, communicate and sustain a character throughout a piece of Drama. 

Skills  

 Select and use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume confidently with good control and awareness of 

audience. 

 Select and use gesture, stance, body language, facial expression and eye contact with confidence and 

imagination to communicate a dramatic effect to an audience. 

 Select and use drama techniques including: mime, levels, space, freeze, thought tracking and narration 

with clear awareness of the dramatic effect on an audience. 

Evaluation  

 Analyse how you communicated your ideas using the language of drama confidently. 

 Evaluate your own work and that of others objectively, identifying strengths and weaknesses and 

suggest areas for improvement. 
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Group Work  

 Listen thoughtfully to others, reflect on their opinions and encourage others involvement. 

 Make a significant contribution in the creation, shaping and developing of the Drama piece. 

 Perform as an ensemble in a structured piece of theatre which communicates a specific theme.  

Characterisation 

 Explore and establish a character with a clear awareness of the purpose and role in the piece of Drama. 

 Confidently perform and communicate the character with belief and subtlety throughout a piece of 

Drama.  

Skills  

 Confidently select and use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume with good control to engage an audience. 

 Confidently identify and use gesture, stance, body language, facial expression and eye contact for 

specific dramatic effect and to engage an audience. 

 Confidently identify and demonstrate an outstanding use of Drama techniques including: mime, levels, 

space. freeze, thought tracking and narration to imaginatively engage your audience.  



 

 

 

 

Evaluation  

 Use theatrical, technical vocabulary to effectively discuss your work and that of others. 

 Watch a performance, recognise its strengths and weaknesses and explain its dramatic effectiveness. 
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Group Work 

 Listen thoughtfully to others, reflect on their opinions and organise discussion. 

 Make a significant leading contribution in the creation, shaping and developing of the Drama piece. 

 Perform as an ensemble in a challenging and structured piece of theatre which communicates a specific 

theme.  

 
Characterisation 

 Explore and establish a character with confidence and a clear awareness of the purpose and role in the 

piece of Drama. 

 Confidently perform, sustain and communicate the character with belief and subtlety throughout a 

piece of Drama.  

 
Skills  

 Confidently select and use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume with excellent control to engage an 

audience. 

 Confidently identify and use gesture, stance, body language, facial expression and eye contact for 

specific dramatic effect and to engage an audience. 

 Confidently identify and demonstrate an outstanding use of Drama techniques including: mime, levels, 

space. freeze, thought tracking and narration to imaginatively communicate an interpretation and to 

engage the audience. 

 
Evaluation 

 Use theatrical, technical vocabulary to effectively discuss and analyse your work and that of others. 

 Watch a performance, recognise its strengths and weaknesses and explain its dramatic effectiveness. 
 Provide written feedback which is clear, concise and highlights areas for improvement. 
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Group Work  

 Listen sensitively to others and thoughtfully structure the discussion with awareness of everyone's 

contribution. 

 Lead the group, developing, shaping and extending the Drama piece. 

 Perform collaboratively and with confidence  in a  structured and challenging piece of theatre, which 

fully communicates a specific theme. 

 

Characterisation  

 Fully establish a character with a clear awareness of their purpose and role in the piece of Drama. 

 Confidently perform and communicate the character subtlety with conviction, imagination and belief 

throughout the Drama. 

 

Skills  

 Confidently select and use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume with outstanding control to engage an 

audience. 

 Confidently identify and demonstrate an outstanding use of  gesture, stance, body language, facial 

expression and eye contact for specific dramatic effect and to engage an audience. 

 Confidently identify and demonstrate an outstanding use of Drama techniques including: mime, levels, 

space, freeze, thought tracking and narration to imaginatively engage and communicate an 

interpretation to an audience. 

 

Evaluation  

 Discuss objectively plays in performance showing good knowledge of theatre conventions and devices, 

using appropriate drama vocabulary. 

 Evaluate a performance objectively, commenting on its dramatic effectiveness and suggest original 

ideas for its development. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     ADVANCED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Group Work 

 Listen sensitively to the contributions of others then lead and focus the discussion with awareness of 

everyone's contribution. 

 Organise, lead and direct the group, developing, shaping and extending the Drama piece. 

 Perform collaboratively in a highly polished, structured and challenging piece of theatre, which fully 

communicates a specific theme. 

 

Characterisation  

 Fully establish and sustain a character with a clear awareness of their purpose, objective and role in 

the piece of Drama. 

 Confidently perform the character, developing the role using subtlety, conviction and imagination. 

Ensure complete belief from your audience. 

 

Skills  

 Confidently select and use pace, pause, pitch, tone and volume with outstanding control to engage an 

audience. 

 Confidently identify and demonstrate an outstanding use of gesture, stance, body language, facial 

expression and eye contact for specific dramatic effect which engages an audience and enhances the 

performance. 

 Confidently identify and demonstrate an outstanding use of Drama techniques including: mime, levels, 

space, freeze, thought tracking and narration to imaginatively engage, challenge and create a response 

from the audience and fully communicates an interpretation. 

 

Evaluation 

 Discuss objectively plays in performance showing good knowledge of theatre conventions and devices, 

using appropriate drama and technical theatre vocabulary. 

 Evaluate a performance objectively, commenting sensitively on its dramatic effectiveness and 

communication. Provide original ideas and devices which will enhance and development the performance. 

 

 


