
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

At the end of next week we say farewell and all the best to Mr Corner who is leaving us to take up the post 

of Principal at Wade Deacon High School.  Although he has only been with us for just over two years, Mr 

Corner has been passionate in his commitment to FHS and has had a very positive impact on the school 

community.  Next week I will write to parents to explain the school’s new leadership structure that will 

come into effect at the beginning of next half term.  

Mr Mackenzie 

…Year 13 Meet the Professionals 
On Wednesday 5 October, FHS welcomed twenty two professionals, from a wide 

variety of backgrounds (including medicine, finance, media, law to name but a 

few), who very kindly donated their valuable time to support our ‘Meet the 

Professionals’ event.  Now in its third year, this successful event is part of our Year 

13 students’ Careers education and enrichment activities which is designed  to  

help  them gain  a deeper and more direct  understanding  of  careers   which  they 

may have an interest in pursuing.  Students grilled the visitors throughout the afternoon with hundreds of 

questions about their respective industries.  One of our professionals commented on how impressed he 

was with the students and felt that this was a fabulous programme of support for them – adding he will 

happily be back next year! 
 

…STEM Sells 
Earlier in October, fourteen Year 10 girls attended a STEM (Science Technology 

Engineering and Mathematics) day at Merchant Taylors’ School. The aim of this 

event was to inspire young women wishing to study STEM based subjects, through 

demonstrating the wide range of academic disciplines and careers available in this 

field.  The keynote speaker, Countdown’s Rachel Riley, gave a motivating 

presentation on the importance of women in STEM and the opportunities available  

to those who study these subjects. Other inspiring speakers included Dr Anna Slater, a chemistry graduate 

researching into new materials for the future, and Dr Melanie Windridge, a plasma physicist, lecturer and 

writer. There was also a workshop and careers fair allowing students to talk to leading universities and 

companies about studying STEM based subjects and their career options. Miss Atherton said this was a 

fantastic day which will hopefully see the students aspiring to achieve great things in STEM! 
 

…Year Seven Soundbites  
Year 7 students recently completed a questionnaire in tutor time to ask about their first half term at FHS 

and it looks like food is topping the headlines – here is just a sample snack of Year 7 soundbites: 
 

“The thing I have enjoyed most is the school dinner and the older children are being kind and helpful to help 
us settle in in Formby High. Also the sports and pe department are very good and make me better at my 
hobbies in sport.” 

“I have enjoyed meeting new people and finding my way around school. I like the merit system 
because it really makes me determined to get one and then get a badge!”   

“The food is well better here!” 

“I love all the different clubs we have and coming to form every morning. I also love the 
support the school gives me.”  

“I’m most enjoying English because we do lots of good stuff and our teachers are amazing!” 

“I have enjoyed meeting new people and having a different teacher every lesson. The food 
here is much more exciting than in our old school.” 

“I love food nutrition because we never cooked in primary school and we can take our food home and eat 
it!” 
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…Primary Maths Maze  
Yesterday two of our feeder primary schools, Redgate and Trinity St Peter's, competed in the annual Year 6 

Maths Maze.  With the help of 15 Year 9 students, the primary school students were competing in teams of 

six and attempted to complete 15 mathematical challenges, gaining points for their teams as they went.  In 

a very close contest, a team from Trinity St. Peter's clinched the title of Maths Maze Champions 2016 to 

extend their winning run.  We look forward to seeing all the budding mathematicians at Formby High 

School next year! 

…Shakespeare Schools Festival 
A group of our students from Years 8 to 10 attended a Shakespeare Workshop at 

Hope University this week in preparation for their forthcoming performance of 

‘The Taming of the Shrew’. The students had a wonderful time exploring 

Shakespeare’s language and developing their performance skills.  The workshop 

was organised by members of the Shakespeare Schools Festival.  Our students 

will perform at The Capstone Theatre on 3 November at 7pm – tickets are 

available from the venue, on the door or by telephone on 0844 800 0410. 
 

…Blooming Talent! 
Joe Bloom (Year 9) recently entered a national script writing competition for the BBC where he had to 

write a 300 word sketch for their hit series, Horrible Histories.  The competition winner gets to work on 

his/her script with a scriptwriter and watch the sketch being directed and filmed!  The BBC confirmed that 

the response to the competition had been ‘overwhelming’ in number of entrants.  Joe’s entry saw him 

shortlisted in the top 20 finalists, narrowly missing out on selection to the top three.  Joe, who is a Creative 

Ambassador at FHS, clearly has a talent and enjoyment for creative writing and we hope he continues to 

nurture this.  Well done, Joe! 

…Geographers Go Jaunting  
It has been a busy start to the new school year for our Year 11 and Year 9 geographers.  

Both year groups have completed fieldwork to enhance their studies back in the 

classroom.  Year 11 GCSE Geography students visited the picturesque village of 

Hawkshead in the Lake District to gather data for their rural tourism study.  This data is 

used to complete their Controlled Assessment work.  Meanwhile, the whole of Year 9 

were taken to Cwm Idwal in Snowdonia over two days where they learned all about the 

textbook glacial landforms.  Our students on both trips were lucky to have 

glorious autumnal sunshine and Mr McGuinness extends a big well done to 

all students who he said were a pleasure to take out to both sites.  Jason 

Regan (Year 9) clearly has a focus for a good viewpoint, as he took some 

amazing images of the Nant Ffrancon valley and Cwm Idwal during the 

fieldtrip.  Well done, Jason! 
 

…Sporting Matters 
Our Year 11 netball team won the annual Southport and Formby Netball tournament 

at Greenbank High School, cruising through undefeated – well done girls!  The Cross 

Country season has also started with success with three teams competing in the 

English School Cross Country Cup last Wednesday. Well done to the junior girls team: 

Alex Murphy Worrell, Emily Williamson (both Year 7) and Faye Hannaway, Drew 

Gallagher , Grace Selby, Elena Ward and Tess Carragher (all Year 8) have secured a 

place in the semi final on 12 November.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 Year 7 Parents ‘Meet the Tutors’ – Wed 19 Oct  Half Term Holiday – 24 to 28 Oct 

 INSET Day (Staff Only) – Fri 21 Oct  Return of Staff/Students – Mon 31 Oct 
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