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Formby High School 
‘Determined to Achieve’ 
 

 PSL/CBU 

 

26 September 2016 

 

All Parents of Students in Year 11 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Re: Key Information for Year 11 
 
I am pleased to report a very positive start to the year for our Year 11 students.  An 
overwhelming majority of students have returned to school with correct uniform, fully 
equipped, and are showing a determined attitude in lessons.  I look forward to this 
continuing for the remainder of the year. 
 
I would also like to add my own congratulations to those students who sat their Core 
Science and/or Astronomy GCSE in the summer and have now received the results of 
these external examinations. The results were immensely pleasing, and it was satisfying 
to see the students’ hard work rewarded with excellent grades. 
 
Obviously, this is a crucial period for Year 11 as they start their preparations for the final 
examinations in the summer.  I trust that you will find the information enclosed in this 
letter useful, as it will give you a timeline of important events for Year 11 students. 
 
Raising Achievement Evening (Thursday 13 October) 
 

A Year 11 Raising Achievement Plan (RAP) has been implemented and your 
son/daughter has already taken part in a hugely successful motivational session aimed at 
developing their study skills. On Thursday 13 October we will host our first Raising 
Achievement Evening of the year. The purpose of this evening is to outline the 
programme of support that will be made available to students during the remainder of 
Year 11 and to provide parents with important information to ensure they feel well 
equipped to support their child during the coming months. This event will take place in 
the School Hall, starting at 6:30pm, and will last approximately one hour.  I would be 
grateful if you could complete and return the reply slip below to the School Office by 
Monday 3 October.  The evening is just for parents and carers as this information will be 
adapted and disseminated to students separately in an assembly on 18 October. 
 
Screening & Progress Report 
 

A number of students have already been identified as requiring extra support to help 
them make progress towards their target grades and achieve their potential. Where 
applicable, parents will be contacted in due course about this.  Towards the end of this 
half term teachers will asked to provide an update for the students they teach in terms 
of expected progress, attitude to learning and standards of homework.  This will allow 
us to identify which students have made improvements, those that have continued to 
make good progress, and those who might be in need of extra support. 
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Pre-Public Examinations 
 

In order to prepare students for the summer external examinations, a Year 11 pre-public examination week 
will be held during the week commencing 5 December 2016.  These examinations will take place in the 
Sports Hall and will give students an experience similar to taking public examinations.  The results will 
inform students of the progress they are making towards their GCSE target grades and will provide valuable 
feedback to teachers of Year 11. 
 
Quality of Homework – Step Up 
 

It is important that your son/daughter is committed to making excellent progress in all subjects by taking 
advantage of the opportunities offered to all students.  Support is provided within classes, and students 
should act on the feedback and advice they are offered by teachers.  Students need to ensure that all 
homework is completed on time and to a good standard, and that all relevant equipment is brought to 
lessons.  Moreover, I would like to see all Year 11 students adopt a ‘no limits’ mind-set with regards to what 
they can achieve in terms of the work they complete.   During the coming months, a particular emphasis will 
be placed on the quality of work they are completing outside of lessons.  To support them in this quest, all 
Year 11 teachers are being guided to return work to students where they feel there has been a lack of 
attention to the quality of the submission.  Teachers will provide further help and guidance if required and I 
will be informed.   
 
If your son/daughter submits work of an unacceptable standard, you will be informed by text or email at the 
end of the day on Friday and he/she will have until the end of the day on the following Monday to re-submit 
an improved piece of work.  Should he/she fail to do so, he/she will be expected to attend a ‘Step Up’ 
session after school in P9 the following day (Tuesday).  I, or a member of the Senior Leadership Team, will 
be present to guide and support those students who attend. 
 
You should also note that room P4 has been made available during lunchtimes as a space where Year 11 
students can carry out independent study in a quiet atmosphere. 
 
Sixth Form Open Evening (Thursday 24 November) 
 

This event is extremely important to ensure that you and your son/daughter are fully aware of the pathways 
and courses that are on offer in our Sixth Form, the opportunities available to our Sixth Form students and 
the process of application002E  We are very proud of our Sixth Form in terms of the results students achieve 
and the values and skills they develop, and I would strongly encourage every Year 11 student to attend.  
Further information will be distributed prior to the evening. 
 
 
Year 11 Important Dates 
 

Please find outlined in the table below the key dates for the remainder of this school year. 
 

Thursday 13 October 2016 Year 11 Raising Achievement Evening 

Friday 20 October 2016 Screening & Progress Reports to parents 

Thursday 24 November 2016 Sixth Form Open Evening 

w/b 5 December 2016 Pre-Public Examinations 

Friday 6 January 2017 Pre-Public Examination results to parents 

Friday 20 January 2017 Full Reports to parents 

Thursday 9 February 2017 Parents’ Subject Consultation Evening 

Monday 15 May 2017 GCSE examinations begin 

Thursday 25 August 2017 GCSE Results Day 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
 

As a school, we have analysed recent examination and attendance data and the findings are clear – students 
with attendance of above 97%, on average, achieved one grade higher across all subjects compared to 
those students whose attendance was less than 97%.  With this in mind, it is not too late to make every day 
in school count. 
 
It is essential that your son/daughter attends school regularly and we would ask, where possible, that 
medical appointments do not take place during the school day.  I would also like to draw your attention to 
the fact that the school cannot authorise holidays during term time.  We actively discourage parents from 
taking their son/daughter out of school at all, unless in exceptional circumstances, as every missed lesson 
has a detrimental effect on students’ learning. 
 
In addition, punctuality continues to be a whole school drive this year.  As Climate for Learning Leader for 
Year 11, I strongly believe that, alongside high attendance, excellent punctuality contributes to securing the 
best outcomes for students. I will be proactively inviting parents into school to meet with me if their 
son/daughter’s attendance and/or punctuality cause concern. 
 
Finally, I would like you to know that I will do my best to ensure your child achieves his/her potential and 
would like to thank you for your continued support with these matters. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mr P Slater 
Climate for Learning Leader (Year 11) / History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

RAISING ACHIEVEMENT EVENING (THURSDAY 13 OCTOBER) 
Please return to the School Office by Monday 3 October 

 

Student Name __________________________________________   Tutor Group _________________ 

I / We will be attending the Year 11 Raising Achievement Evening at 6.30pm on Thursday 13 October. 

Number of parents/carers attending: _____________________ 

Signed ________________________________________________   Date _________________________ 


