
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I would like to welcome everyone back to school for the start of this new school year which I hope will, as 

usual, be filled with lots of great news stories to report in future issues of ‘FocusOn...’.  A particularly warm 

welcome to our new Year 7 students and their families; I hope you are all as delighted as we are with the 

enthusiastic and positive start they have made to secondary school – we have very high hopes for you Year 

7!  A very warm welcome is also extended to the 21 students who have joined our Sixth Form from other 

local schools. 

Mr Mackenzie 
 

…Summer Examination Results 
As Team GB excelled in their medals mission throughout the summer at the Rio 

Olympics, our GCSE and A Level students anxiously waited for their examination 

results after many months of hard work.   The  A  Level  results day in mid-August 

provided much excitement as well over 50% of A Level results were 

graded A*-B and more than 90% of BTEC entries were awarded 

distinction or above.  Ten Year 13 students achieved all A*/A 

grades and the overall proportion of students attaining prestigious 

A* grades has increased.  We are delighted that 66% of Year 13 

students successfully achieved a place at their university of choice 

and 16% have secured apprenticeship or employment; the 

remaining students are taking a gap year before continuing to 

study.  Year 11 students had every reason to celebrate their GCSE  

results too with 75% of all students achieving five A* to C grades (including English and Mathematics).  

Among the individual successes this year are 17 students who achieved at least 8 A*/A grades and six 

students who gained a ‘full house’ with 33 A* and 27 A grades between them.  Celebrations were not 

limited to Year 11 and 13 students though!  Thanks to the fabulous Polyglots programme, Emily and Karla 

(Year 8) both achieved A* grades in GCSE German, Pedro and Cristiano (Year 9) achieved an A in 

Portugese and B in Italian respectively, Elli (Year 10) gained an A grade in AS Level German.  Elfin (Year 11) 

secured a B in Turkish at AS Level and Tim (Year 12) got an A in AS Russian.  Last but certainly not least, 

twenty Year 10 students who studied GCSE Astronomy as an extra-curricular activity gained outstanding 

results with 80% of the cohort achieving an A* to C grade.   Well done Team FHS – students, staff and 

parents – for such amazing results.  
 

…FHSXtra  
The school is incredibly proud of the depth and breadth of extra-curricular 

opportunities for students.  This week our new Year 7 students were invited to a 

‘Freshers Fair’ where they were able to shop the various stalls providing them 

with information about clubs ranging from Code Breakers to Uptown Folk!  Mrs 

Edey was delighted to see the school hall buzzing with enthusiasm as so many 

Year 7 students took up the challenge of joining extra-curricular clubs.  As you all 

know, the FHSXtra programme reaches across all year groups and every possible 

area of interest.  Watch out for our new FHSXtra Guide to everything on offer 

which will be published on our website next week. 
 

…100% Attendance 
In our summer celebration assembly, a raffle was drawn for a winner amongst over 100 

students who achieved an outstanding 100% attendance in 2015/16.  The winner was 

Kaitlyn (Year 8) who won a Kindle Paperwhite.  Well done to Kaitlyn and to all the students 

who achieved this excellent milestone. 
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…Yes We Can! 
One major factor behind Formby High School’s sustained record of academic 

success is the priority we place on excellent attendance.  Last year, we set 

ourselves the highest target for overall attendance we have ever had at 96.5% and 

we are really proud to let you know we reached this target!  Well done to students, parents and staff for 

this outstanding achievement.  With all successful competitors, a ‘PB’ is there to beat and that is what we 

are aiming to do – with a target for this year set at 97%!  This will only happen with the continued support 

of all students, parents and staff to ensure every child strives for outstanding attendance.  With exceptional 

attendance, the path is paved for exceptional achievement.   

 

…UNICEF Day for Change  
You may recall last year that Sixth Form student, Hannah Ashby, coordinated a fundraising campaign to 

support UNICEF’s Day of Change to raise funds for child refugees from Syria.  We have just received 

notification that the school community came together behind Hannah in this effort to the tune of an 

incredible £1,739.  This is a tremendous achievement and will help UNICEF give Syrian children affected by 

violence a safe place to play, an education and medicine to protect them from disease.  Well done, 

Hannah, for embracing this cause and bringing the Formby High School community behind it with such 

energy. 

…Dancing Feat  
Year 8 student, Ben, has enjoyed Irish Dancing since he was four years old, following in the 

family foot taps of mum and uncle.  Ben is currently the North West Champion, a title he won 

last November and one he will seek to retain in the 2016 championships this November.  In 

the summer, Ben added to his growing silverware with a 2nd place finish in Swindon and a 4th 

place in London.  Next week Ben will be competing in Ireland’s North West Championships 

in Derry.  Good luck from everyone at FHS! 

  
 

…  

The annual Formby High School Open Evening takes place on Thursday 22 September (6:45pm to 9pm) 

and we are looking forward to meeting prospective students and parents at another busy and exciting 

evening.  Whilst the event is aimed at students in Year 6, our doors are open to current parents should you 

wish to attend.  A fantastic proportion of current students have offered to come and support the event 

either in departments or as a student ambassador to guide visitors and we are very grateful for their 

support.  Please note that during the day on 22 September, the school will be open ONLY to students in 

Year 11 for an enrichment activity to support their GCSE preparation.  This activity will take place in the 

morning only.  School will be closed to students of all other year groups throughout the day.  The 

Headteacher will be sending an information letter regarding the enrichment activity on Monday with 

further information. 

…Calling all Skiers 
The Easter 2018 Ski Trip to Madonna de Campligio, Italy is now open – students who are interested in 

joining the trip, please reserve your place by paying a deposit before 7 October! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                   

 Y13 Theatre Visit – 19 Sep   DofE Gold Expedition – 24 to 28 Sep 

 Somme Workshop – 20 Sep  Y7 Curriculum Information Eve for Parents – 29 Sep (7pm) 

 Open Evening – 22 Sep (6:45pm to 9pm)  
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