
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are fast approaching the end of another very busy and productive year at FHS and I would like to thank 

everyone in our school community for all the energy, hard work and support in helping the young people of 

FHS reach their potential and thrive in a happy environment.  I would also like to inform you that Mr 

Corner, Deputy Headteacher, has been appointed Lead Principal of Wade Deacon High School, a post he 

will take up in January 2017. This is a very exciting and well-deserved opportunity for him and I am sure you 

will join me in congratulating him and offering the very best wishes for the future. 

…Festival Fever! 
Tonight is the grand finale of our Performing Arts Summer Festival which has taken 

place over three nights this week.  A sell-out event, this showcase brings together the 

many highlights and achievements in Performing Arts over the last academic year.  

With over 170 students involved, from FHS and our partner primary schools, in over 

thirty different performances,  the programme for each evening has been truly action  

packed.  The festival has included everything from street dance to Shakespeare, African music to 

contemporary dance, devised theatre to a ukulele orchestra! A special thank you to all the staff and 

students who have rehearsed and performed to entertain our audiences.  
 

…Woodlands Win Grand Slam!  
On Monday 5 July, the seven Formby primary schools came to FHS to participate in the 

grand final of the 2016 Poetry Slam.  Performance poet Curtis Watson has spent the past 

six weeks visiting primary schools holding dynamic poetry workshops; each school held a 

competition to choose the winners who would compete in the grand final.  Performances 

were fantastic from all schools and ranged in subject inspiration from citizens right to football.  The overall 

winners were Luca Farrell, Samuel Colbourne, Matteo Heaney and Marc Whitelaw from Woodlands Primary 

School with their poem ‘Freedom!’.   
 

…Somme 100 Year Anniversary 
On Sunday 3 July four Year 9 students (Evie, Charlotte, Will and Euan) took part in a 

service at the Formby War Memorial to commemorate the anniversary of the Battle of 

the Somme.  The students represented the school by laying a cross at the memorial 

and taking part in a two minute silence. The event was particularly poignant as 

the students have studied the Battle of the Somme in History this year, and  have  all  

completed  projects  on  one  of the local soldiers remembered on the memorial.  Will 

commented that he was honoured to have been involved in the service and given the opportunity to pay 

his respects to those young men who lost their lives fighting for our country. Next week, 49 Year 10 

students will embark upon a four day visit to the World War I battlefields in France and Belgium – we look 

forward to hearing from them in our final newsletter of the year. 
 

…Polyglots 
The 'Polyglot' community has been busy this week with a variety of activities: Science teacher Mr Kaye 

taught some Japanese in Polyglot Tutor Time and Mrs Roberti and Mrs Manning, former MFL teachers, 

visited the school to meet up with Ruth Abou Rached, an ex-student, who studied French and Arabic at 

University of Cambridge and is also a PhD researcher at University of Manchester.  Working with us to 

promote present and future language learning, Ruth spoke to some of our current 'Polyglot' students 

about her studies and career, and taught some Arabic greetings.  She commented on how happy she was 

to see the effort students invested in the language, particularly Ben whose pronunciation was so good that 

for a moment she felt she was speaking to a native speaker!   
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…Year 12 Poland Visit 
Year 12 students have just returned from an awe-inspiring three day visit to Poland 

where they learned about the history and culture of the country and visited Auschwitz.  

In Krakow, they visited Schindler's factory and had a guided tour of the city before 

venturing 135 metres beneath the surface into the Salt Mines to explore the cravens and 

chapels. Most importantly though, students visited Auschwitz and Auschwitz-Birkenau, 

an experience which really brought  home  the  reality of the atrocities committed by the 

Nazi regime. Students lay stones to pay their respects to the victims of the Holocaust and were 

understandably moved by the sites they saw during the visit; their experience was profoundly enriched by 

meeting a Holocaust survivor at the Galicia museum who shared her story with them.  

…Talking Textiles  
Last month, Georgina England and Esther Duckworth (Year 8) entered the Annual Fashion Show Schools 

Competition at the City of Liverpool College, School of Fashion, Art and Design where they were tasked 

with producing a garment based on the theme of festivals for a teenager.  We are thrilled to announce that 

they won the best runner up design from schools all over the North West!  The Textile department also 

handed over another 100 syringe drive bags (made by students in Years 8/9) to 'Making for Charity' which 

will be distributed to hospitals and hospices around the region. This makes a total of over 700 bags which 

FHS students have donated over the last three years, all of which will have helped to brighten and improve 

the quality of life of cancer patients.  If anyone is interested in fashion, garment making or in continuing our 

charity support with the syringe bags, we look forward to welcoming you at ‘Textiles Club’ in September!  

…Winston’s Wish 
The death of a parent or sibling is one of the most fundamental losses a child will ever face. Winston’s Wish 

is an organisation who support bereaved children to help make sense of death and to begin to rebuild their 

lives.  We are privileged to welcome two professionally qualified clinical practitioners to FHS who will be 

offering a drop in session on Monday 18 July at lunchtime in the Wellbeing Centre. This is not a counselling 

service, but a supportive environment where our students can talk and help begin to make sense of their 

feelings.  If you feel that your son or daughter would benefit from this opportunity, please contact their 

Climate for Learning Leader in the first instance. Alternatively, Winston’s Wish operate drop in sessions on 

the last Thursday of each month at the Salvation Army Centre (65 Shakespeare Street, Southport). 

…Science ‘Big Bang’  
This week, a group of Year 8 students visited the National Exhibition Center in Liverpool 

for the Big Bang Fair.  At  its heart, The Big Bang Fair is about careers and futures, and 

highlighting the exciting possibilities that exist for young people with Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths backgrounds.   Our students met inspiring engineers  

and scientists from some of the biggest and most interesting companies in the UK who offered a new 

perspective on where their school subjects can lead them.  

…Sporting Matters 
Well done to the Year 10 boys’ tennis team who came runners up in the AEGON North West Division 1 

finals.  Tennis fever continues today as a group of 30 Year 8 students have travelled to Wimbledon for a 

visit to the Championships where they have Court 1 tickets.  The PE department has again been shortlisted 

for the Secondary School PE Department of the Year at next week’s Sefton Sports Awards – good luck!  

The department has been running a 'British Values Week' in PE this week, where students have been 

competing in their classes, representing either England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland.   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                   

 

 

 Y10 Battlefields Trip – 11 to 14 July  Sports Day – 15 July 

 Sixth Form Taster Afternoon – 13 July  Y12 Career Experience Week – wb 18 July 
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